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dication of my I as it will con- 

—— me to ſay — things, , which 

1 may ſeem to Ye diſreſ ns ie Nabliſt. 

4 — of Werſtrp. But Felle net is a Princ fe 
which generous” Mid allow 1755 to operate. 
highly reverence and cfttem, 85 moſt hearcily” rejoict 
inthe greet Number of IMirftrious and excellent Per- 
ſons both Clergy and Laity, which the Church, | 
England can boaſt: But yet, ay the prefent 2 
Forms were drawn up Aden this King Kin 
emerged out of Prpiſh Darkfieſs; and as in Dray 
them up, eſpecial 72 way bad to the then Wal 
neſs of the People, who could not” be all at dhe 
entirely brought off ftotm their old bh 
Forms; As there are ſeveral Parts of our Litur 
and eccleſiaſtical: Conſtitution, which a great N 
ber, I apprehetid, if not all our 27 and Dog 
will to ſee altet' d: And finally,” as the W 6] 
of thoſe, and rhe Renting "a few" Thin „ lee 
knowledg'd in thet»ſelves to be mat and 150% 
rem, would heal the unhappy Breach, 5 reſtore: 
ches chief Part of the 1 to 1 the Cue 
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Upon all theſe PRO. 0h, may be allow'd, 1 wy 
with freedom to make my Defence againſt your vi- 
Yorous Attacks ; and to repreſent my Obſections, 
and the Grounds of my Diſſent, in as — a Light 


as I am able. 
publick Monitor, and of my Iuſtruc- 
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The Part of a 

2 in this ll al which you have voluntarily taken 
will allow me, as I go along, to put 

in Wh nd of a — Odjection — two Which Diflen- 
— are wont to urge, but which I. have quite 
_ oyerlook'd, and to intreat you will irect me How 
to get over them. 
We Letter- Writers, ſay you, have a Privi- 
ce lege of ſetting down our Thoughts as they offer 
4 themſelves, without ſcrupulouſly adhering to ſſrict 
and cloſe Methods.“ This Privilege you have 
indeed with great Freedom taken: 1 — chetefore 
be indulg'd the fame. N 

To begin then with your Defence of Srosoks 
in Baptiſm. It is the Opinion of the Difſenters, that 
hen an Infant is brought to be cnter'd by. Baptiſm 
into the Family, ot Church of Gon, and a ſolemn 
Fow and Engagement is to be made before the Church 
for its relgious Education; that the PanRNrs, whoſe 
Child. it is, and to whom both Gon and Mature 
have committed its Tata that thoſe, I ſay; 
are. the yall ry je ſtand forth, and take upon 
them this. ortant Truſt ; and to bind; 
| themſelves on A. þ 5 % faithfully 0 diſcharge: 
I Now our Objedtions to the Once and Pr]ftice, 

gur Church are, 

I That in a very. arbitrary: and 1 hs. 
without the leaſt Shadow of Authority from Reaſon 

Heripture, ar the ancient Praflice' of the Church, 
you actually sR ASIDE. the Parents in this Solem- 
nity; and rox Rip them to ſtand: forth, and rake upon 
they this great. Charge. to, Wen * we called. 
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(3) 1 
them. For your XXIX Canon expreſſly com · 
mands, hat no Parent ſhall be urged" to % preſent 
at bis- Child's Baptiſm, nor BE ADMITTED 70 anſwer 
as Godfather fur ms own Child. And. 
2. That you require other Perſons to appear in 
the Parents Stead, and to take upon them this im- 
portant Truſt, and moſt ſolemnly A before 
Gop, and the Obureb, the Performance of that, 
which few of them ever do, or ever intended to 
perform ; or, perhaps, are ever capable of perform- 
ing. What now, Sir, is your Anſwer to theſe Ob- 
fjetions of the Difſenters? Why, truly, the f, 
which is indeed the chief, © you very prudently [ip 
over ; and attempt not the leaſt Apology for /erring 
5 the Parents; ſo that you leave us flill to con- 
der this, as a Thing utterly indefenſible, unlawful, 
abſurd, and which will admit of no Excuſe. * 
But as to the ſecond, viz. the ſolemm Vom and Ob- 
ligation under which the Sureties lay themſelves, to 
this you largely ſpeak ; and tell 'me—*< It is 4 
4 groſs Miflake to imagive, that the Promiſes 
«there made by the Sureties concerning the furure 
, _ and Practice of the Child, are made "inn 
their own Name As if they engaged thereby, 
that when it is grown up, it ſhall „Aly be- 
6 lieve all the Articſes of the Chriftian Faith, hall. 
6. renounce the Devil and all his Works, Ce. 
& Whereas the Church conſiders theſe Anſwers, as 
© the CuiLD's Anſwers, only made by its Repre-' 
& fentatives they contain 17s Part of the baptiſ- 
4 mal Covenant or Contract; which, becauſe, by 
KRenſon of its tender Age, it cannot ſelf utter, 
Dis utter'd by 1 Sureties—d.” But if ' this beg 
Sir, a groſs Miba te, the moſt celebrated of yorr own. 
Writers have led us into it.. The Sureties in Bap- 
« ii/m, ſays your learned Dr, Nitbols«, religiouſly - 
ana ln B 82 Dann e ENGAGE 


Lett. I. p. 31. ; 6 Nichols's Delence, &. 
Part II, p. 273. t i enen 
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0 
te Nr far the Faith of the baptiſed, that they 
„ NA ſincerely believe all that is fevealed in 4b 
6 Caſpel, and SHALL direct the. ſubſequent Actious 
« of. their Lives by the Law of Cbrii. A Cloud 
5 Wirneſſes, I believe, can be brought from the 
oftors. *** your Church, whole Judgment is the 
fame... But no wonder the Learned differ in ſo my- 
Ran, a Point. Nou go on and, affirm—* 'Thar 
22 Sareties. ate, by the Church, conſidered in 

4 this Affair, 10 we than as the Mouth of the 


4 


8 40 Child. Vu 18 ir, here are % Promiſes Non 


« Engagements wh! hich ANY, beſides: the Cuitp are 
2 * ſuppoled., 10 enter into, and to be baund by. 

« Read. over. the Office of public Baptiſm, , you 
8 2 not find, I aſſure you, A Promiſes or Sts 
ulations at all made by tbe Sureties in their own 
ame: 15 mean any that are _cxplicits.” But this 
ae of the Matter appears do me extremely 


z. and rather. FRE to frcngthen than remove 
2 Obj jections. | 


3 Ir, repreſents the Church -as ating a very 
extraordinary and unaccountable , Part, vig. as re- 


ceiving 4 Child: to Baptiſm, on Acxount of irs 
own Faith, and Irs .own Promiſe, utter'd by ite 
Sareties ; when, at the ſame Time, it knows, bo 
Child neither does nor can, either promiſe or __ 
any more than the Funt at which tis baptized. 


cConſiders the, Child as ACTUALLY cevenanting wy 


contract ing, yea, as the ox covenanting and con- 


tracting Party in this Solemnity, when it knows it 


5 abſolutely incapabie ot either, It repreſents 
Church a8 Very Aolemnly asking TG CI 
thou dale! Wilt (ey be baptized f Doſi thow 

r Jake the Devil &c. When it is , perſuaged 
Gy utter Inability to belieye,. or zclolye, ot will 


wy Thing Ao, it, Now when 3. cp, ands.by, 


and. ſees a learned and grave Divine chus asking; 
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and talking, and covenanting wirh 4 Child, can you 
wonder, | 8 if he ſmiles, and merrily treats the 
whole Tranſaction as a Jet? 4601 HH 6 n 
„ The- Anſwers, | you y, are conſidered iy the 
©. Church, 65. Y the An/zvers af THE CHD, aud 
& contain 1Ts Patt of ie baptiſmal Covenant: 3 
% which becauſe, i by : Reaſon of. its tender Age, if 'tan- 
$6 not it ſelf utter, is to ht utter d by its Fureties:“ 
That is to Hy, the Child thints, but cannot pet. 
It really covenants, contra s, promiſes, but not be- 
ing able by Reaſon of its tender Age to utter its 
good Intentions, theſe Sureties are its Mouth to ut- 
ter them for it. But why, good Sir, its Mouth: to 
ſpeak for it; and not its Underſtanding allo. to think 
for it z its Hill to promiſe for it; and indeed its 
Soul, and its very ſelf, to coyenant and contract tor 
it? Is not the Child, by Reaſon of its tender Age, 
as abſolutely. incapable ot Covenanting, as tis of 
Uttering ; of Contracting, as tit of Speaking ? If 
= the Surety therefore does one of theſe good Offices 

for it, he undoubtedly does the other alſo. But, 
- SecoNDLY. If there be, as you ſay, 0 Pra- 
miſas do Engagements which ' aN u beſides | THE 
CriLD are ſuppoſed to enter into, or to be bound by, 
the Conſequence is extremely plain, that then there 
are no Promiſes nor Engagements entered into at 
all, for its religious Education. For the Child ſurel 
does not engage tor its own. religious Education. FF 
the Sureties therefore do not enter into any Promiſe 
of this, Kind, it evidently follows, that there are no 
expreſs Engagements entered into by any fur the 
Child's EJucation. Aud thus, behold, your boaſt» 
ed double Security, turns out at laſt no Security ar all 
But, a Surety not hound / a (Sponſor promifing no- 
thing {1% Security ' unengaget { This is Language, 
Sir, in the mercantile, whatever it may be in 
ſcholaſtic: Way of Life, abſolutely uniacelligible; 
d to retort your own Inſtance; my Lawyer I 

ons. 4250 em yur 126: $30. yt ſhould 


1 
ſhould ek a very wrong headed Man, who 
ſhould pretend to lend my Money upon a dowble 
Security, and make a Merit of ſo doing, when at 
the ſame Time be confeſſed, there were no Pro- 
ines, von Engagements, by which wy of the Ste 
curities were explicitly bound. 
To be plain, Sir; as for this Buſineſs of a Child's 
helievi promiſing, covenanting by Repreſenta- 
tive or Proxy, I cannot but think a Gentleman ot 
= Penetration, will eaſily perceive it to be a 
hing abſolutely inexplicable, impoſſible, and ab- 
furd; a jay utterly. repugnant to Reaſon and 
common Senſe, and without _ leaſt Shadow of 
Foundation in the Cbrißian Religion. For if by 
the Conſtitution of the Goſpel ( nt, a Child 
may — 7 by Proxy, repent by Proxy, vow, pro- 
miſe, and contract Proxy, be may alſo, no 
doubt, be ſaved by Proxy, or be damned by Proxy. 
Bur, into what a Jeſt wall This turn the Ralipion of 
Chriſt 
for the Antiquity of this Practice, Sponſors in 
As you have the good Senſe and Ingenuity 
not to pretend it was ever known, or ſo much as 
thought of, in the primitive apoſtolic Church. Ter- 
_ who lived about Anne Dom. 2p0, is the 
1 6 I apprehend, of all Chriſtian Writers, that 
kes an mention of them. Nor does it at all 
ſollow from what he ſays, that theſe Sponſors were 
any other than zbe ; 1648 of the Child. Fuftin 
Martyr who: wrote fifty Years before him, when 
he particularly deſeribes the Method and Form of 
Chriſtian Baptiſm in his Days, 11 not a fingle mes 
of any ſuch Peiſon e. 
But we learn from St. Luſtin, 7 * the Year 
390 (one of the earlicſt»of Chriſtian Writers, in 


which any mention of them is found) when, and 
poly has Occalzon,. thels Spears v were admitted. 


432; 03S 
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« A great many, ſays he, are offered to Baptiſm, 
„ not by their Parents, but by others; as f- 
« Slaves ate ſometimes offered by their : Maſters: 
« And ſometimes when the Parents are dead, the 
« Infants are baptized, being offered by any, Who 
« can afford to ſhew this Compaſſion to them. 
« And ſometimes Infants whom their Parents have 
&©« cruelly-expoſed,. to be brought up by thoſe who 
« light on them, are now and then taken up by 
« the boly Virgins, and offered to Baptiſm by 
4 them who have no Children of their own, nor 
t deſign to have any. Theſe are f Auſtin's 
Words, Obſerve now Dr. Fails 8s ingenuous Con- 
feſſion on them (and the good Doctor you know, 
Sir, was never partial in Favour of Diſſenters, but 
a ſevere Remarker on them :): “ Here we ſes the 
« ORDINARY U/e then was for PaRRNTS to anſwer 
6 for the Children : But yet that this was not counted 
© g NECESSARY, as that's Child could not be bap- 
« ized without: it. Iron wand n 
Hence then it is plain, that Parents never were 
ſet afide, when they were capable and willing to 
offer their Children; and that only in Caſes of Pa- 
rents Incapacity, were Sponſors: admitted: And in 
all ſuch Caſet, Diſſenters alſo uſe them. Why now, 
l beſeech you Sit, in Defiance of this acknowledged 
Uſage and Practice of the ancient Church, as well 
as of common Senſe, does hour Cburch feverely de- 
eree, „That No Paxk Nr all be urged to be pre» 
ces at bis Child's: Baptiſm, nor be ADMITTED 
4 % anſwer a Godfather for it?“ What! would 
the Parents ſtanding forth together with the Spon- 
ſors, and promiſing, jointiy with them, at all 4. 
tract from this Solemnity, or render it Jeſs effectual, 
to ſecure the Child's religious Education ? It is 
moſt evident it would not, and that your Pradtice 
in this Point is undoubtedly an m ν/ãn ; an un- 
ii , | reaſonable, 
f Epift, ad Boniſac, ,. - 8 Hiſh, Iaf. Bap, Vol. I. p. 196. 
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reaſonabile, | abſurd, and, arbitrary. Deviation froth w 
tha Uſage and Inſtitution of the primitive apoſtolic ce 
hurelt; an fhfardity very 2 acknowledged, h: 
and ,corbplained of, by the Members of your ſe 
Chw ch, though not attenipred to be reformed. 
ee But by this: Hufirution of God fat hers and God- ti 
£6, Mothers, you days: your Church affords its Mem- r 
bers ſame! great and ſurial Advantages towards 6 
© growing in Grace and Goodneſa, above what are 6 
found amongſt us:“ and you tell me, „you 
ay, a great ſtreſs upon it, as wie, an uſeful, 

6 and. ncaſſary Inſtixution h. Hut did you not 
conſider, Sir, that you were here:bighly reflect ing 
ppon tha Wiſdom and Goodneſs, not of the 50 
Hopſi los only, but of your great Laugiver Ixsus 
Curr? Theſe wyecrat Apvantieots for "Growth 
in Caoduc : and 8 came it to paſs that 
he grent Founders of the Chriſian Cbareb nevet 
to think of them? Yow do not pretend 
it to be an Inſtitution of Jesus CHRUπtr, and yet 
are not afraid to call it a wie, an uſtful, and even 
2.:NgCRSSA RY: Iuſlimtion. Strange that Cas 
in whom were bid all the Treaſures of Nun, and 
who loved the Ohurch ſo as to lay down his Life for 
i ſhould not know this Iuſtitution to bo ſo ep 
AAvanltogeout to tbe > growing | Goodnek ' of his 
Church; or. that knowing it to be ſo; he ſhould 
unkindly: ont it; and that we are obliged: to the 
ſuperior, M' iſdom and Goodneß of rafter Ages for 
Gpplying; this Deſect. ic has uſuaſty been thooghr, 
that the Apoßles dechated the whore Counſel o 
Gon 3 and kept back: normnG ' from! ie Chur 
which\ 2095 profits bit to ic; and that" rhe! Scriptures 
ate à perfeli Nule 3 but this; it ſeems, is not true; 
you: bave diſcover'd it, Sic, to be not tr. For 
here yu ſhew us a mie, an (uſeful, and NECES 
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which had it not been for the Sagacity of their Sur> 
ceſſors, the Church had been ſo unfappy as never ro 
have known. Into what Mazes Men PE 
ſelves, when they deviate from the Trutñn !)! 

Of the fame Temerity you are guilty,” Sit, when 
treating of another Inflitation of your Church; Con- 
FIRMATION, and glorying ovef us in its Want. 
« Another Adminiſtration of our Church is Confir- 
« ion; this you know you have wholfy diſcard- 
ce ed: and ſurely you will be obliged to acknowledge 
& you have loſt thereby a very great Advantage. —— 
% greatly conducive to futute "Holineſs 'of *Lifei,” 
Yes, Sir, this we will freely own, when you alſo will 
acknowledge, that you ate wiſer than the Apoſſ les 3 
and can better judge what is conducive o Holineſs, 
and for the Advantage of tbe Church; than its great 
Lawgiver Jesus Chrisr. Had this Ceremony ot 
Confirmation been really of great Advantage, ant 
tondurive 10 Holineſs,” it is very ſtrange that neither 

CHrisr, nor his poſes, ſhould have ordained"it. 
That it is an apoſtolic Inftitution, you have not fo 
much as attempied to prove: unleſs Calvin Conjed- 
ture muſt be admitted as Prof. 

The Text uſually ürg'd for it, (485 viii 140 1 
preſume yo are fully ſenſible has no Weigbt. Pi- 
ter's and John's going down to Samaria to pray; and 
lay their Hands on thoſe whom Philip had baptiſed, 
is, ſurely, no Precedent, no Direction, rio Inſtitution 
hor Command for our ' Biſhops to do likewiſe. For 
the "End for Which the Apoftlts did it, tis expreſſly 
ſaid (ver. 157, 17.) was, that they might receive the 
_ Hory Gnosr, i. e. its niiraculous Giſts ; and bey 
pray'd for them, and laid their Hands on tbem, and 
they received the Hol v Grnosr. That it was his 
miraculous Gifts (ſuch as propheſying, Tpeaking with 
Tongues, Cc.) to form them̃ into a Church, cannot 
Be dilpured ; becauſe, = were ſomething a 


ö Lett, I. p. 615 | 
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and obvious to Sen; ſomething which ſtruck the 
Wondet and Ambition of the wicked Sorcerer ; for 
"tis: faidp when Stuom saw that thro' Laying on of 
the Apoſiles Hands the. HorLy. Gnosr was given, be 
oftred them Money. — Beſides, as Dr. Whitby juſtly 
obſerves if. they laid not their Hands on al who 
were baptifed, it makes nothing for Confirmation; if 
they did, then Simon Magus allo was confirmed, and 
received the Holy, Gboſt: which you will by no means 
admit. bend 30 12 | "17 Wok + 

It was to give then to the newly baptiſed Con- 
*vexts. ar Samaria the miraculous Gifts of the Holy 
[Ghoſty chat Peter and John went and laid their Hands 
on thew. But do our Biſhops, Sir, pretend chat, by 
_theit Praying, and Laying on of Hands, the Hol. v 
Enger is. given? Do chey not diſclam any Powers 
of this kind? Sreingithen they make no Pretenſions 
ito: the Eud, why with ſuch. Solemnity do we ſee them 


practiſiag the Means? 2 ap 55 * 
5 Im- 


themſelves upon the dead B Child, in I. 
tat ion of Eliſſa; or, make Ointment, with Spittle 
ſor the Cure of the Blind, in Imitation of our Sa- 
viour z or, anoint the Sick with Oil, in Imitation of 
the apoflolic Elaers; as pray and lay their Hands on 
.thole who were bapriſed; in Imitation of Peter and 


Job, who did this to the Samaritan Converts onLY 


hat they might receive the miraculous Gifts and 
Powers of the Holy Cboſt? N i 
g ſor the ſolemn and open Renewal of the 
Abaptiſmal Covenant before Gon and many Wit- 
e neſſes, which, you (ay, baptiſed Perſons ought to 
make, when they come to Years of Diſcretion:“ 
This they make wir h ud, in the otber Sacrament of the 
Supper; Which Chrift, bimſelf has appointed, and 
Which is che vniy Inſtitution his Wiſdom has thought 
t dc appoior,: for this Pürpoſe. 
bor f von will ſuffer me to ſpeal freely Sin, this 
iremòny of Confirmation, as tis at preſent TR 
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and tiled in your Church, to me appears ſo far 
2 8 greatly conducive 1 22 Fr e, a6 
that I wiſh it may not be conducive to a quite dif. 
ferent, and a very poxious Effect: even to (heriſh. 
in Mens Minds a preſumptuous and falſs Hupe; and, 
to delude them into wrong Notions as to the Safety, 
of their State, and as to the Terms of Acceptance 
and Favour with Gop. | ORE. Ag 
By the Order of your Common Prayer, © ALL 
&« Perſons baptiſed, when they come to competent Tears, 
% and are able to ſay the Lord's Prazer, Greed, and 
& Tep Commandments, and the Anſwers of the ſport 
&« Catechiſm, are o be brought. to CONFIRMATION.” 
The Biſhop having asked, het her they renew the 
« ſalemn Promiſe and Vow which was made in their 
« Names in Baptiſm,” &c, Upon their Anſwer we 
do, proceeds hereupon to declare in the moſt ſolema 
manner, even in an Addreſs to Gop himſelt, ba He 
bas vouchſafed to regenerate theſe his Servants by Water 
and the HoLy Ghost K by Water only, 
bur. alſo. by the HoLy Gyosr) and 10 give them the 
Forgiveneſs. of ALL THEIR . SINS.: and, laying his 
Hand upon the Head of each particular Perſon, he 
CERTIFIES, bim by that Sign of GoD's Favour and 
gracious goodneſs towards bin. 
I pray you, Sir, in the Name of Goo, inform me 
what Warrant has the Biſbep to pronounce a Man' 
Sins ALL forgiven, and himſelf - regenerated by ile 
Horx /GuosT, upon no other Grounds than his 
being able to ſay the ſhort Catechiſm, and declari 
that he. ſtands: by his baptiſmal Engagements? Wi 
you ſay that this is the Chriſtian Doctrine concernin 
the Terms of Acceptance and Forgiveneſ with Gop 
Are good Vows and Reſolutions, declared in the 
Church, infallible or proper Proofs of Regenera- 
ton by the Hoh Ghoſt ? Is a Man's. Prefeſing that 
he repents, and Prowifing that he will live godly, 
that a Kepemtance 22 Amendment of Life w 115 
22810 | 2 auen 
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alone ein ehſiire the divine Pardon and Payour ? 
Ate there not Multitüdes who call Chur their 
Loxp, and publickly profeſs to ſtand by their bap- 
tilmal Covenant, whom yet he will reject with Ab- 
horrence at laſt? You will inform me then, Sir, 
how his Ld/bip, upon this meer Proſeſſion and 
Promiſe, preſumes to declare to Almighty Gop, and 


Mr and without all Peradventure in a State of 
favour with Heayen! erg, g 
The Expreſſionz, you muſt acknowledge, are 
couch'd in abſolute and ſtrong Herms: nor do 1 F 
find that there is any Intimatian, that their Forgive- 
nels depends upon their Care to keep, and to Hive 05 | 
70, their baptiſmal Engagements. No: but thoug 
their whole Life hath flitherto been ſcandalouſly cor- 
rupt z. yet, upon their being able to ſay the Lord's | 
Prayer, &c. the Biſhop omnly ronounces a moſt 
abjolute Pardon over them; appeals to Almighty Goo 
that he hath forgiven them a// their Sins; and leſt 
this 80 be too ſittle to ſatisfy the doubting Sinner, 
and 7 his upbraiding Conſcience, Hie lays his 
| Ik | upon his Head, and cerTIFIES bim by THAT IX 
SIGN of God's Favour and Goodneſs t9 hm. 
This Biſhop, Sir, the Multitudes, who come to 


be corfirm'd,” are taught to conſider as an Ambaſſa- 2 


or of CHrisr, a Sucteffor of the Apoſtles, and a 
pecial Minifter ot Goh: when they hear then, this 
acred Perſon,” ſo ſolemnjy declaring that they are 
Fully juſtified, pardoned, and regenerited by the 
Holy Gba, can you blame them if they believe it; 
and relt farified that their Souls are in à ſaſt and 

bappy. State.? And as full Remiſſion of Sins, and 
the Favour of Gon, are to be had on ſuch eaſy 
Terms can you wonder, ſhould» you ſee thouſands 
' eagerly flocking from all Quarters to'accepr it? Or 
that Perſons of very vile and profligate Characters 
Thopls often thruſt themſelyes'ta ro partake of this 
; «0. & 2 Benefit; 


to ASSYRE the Perſon, that he is regenerated, for- 


(_ 23+) | 
Benefit; and be ſeen receiving upon their Knees opiſ- 
opal Abſolution, and ſolemn Aſſurances of ' Gop's 

Favour and Grace. a 341 G1 ax. 
You know -the'Aptneſs of Mankind, Sir, to de- 
ceive themſelves with falſe Hopes; and to ſubſtitute 
good Purpoſes, Profe ſſions, and "Vows in the Place 
of real Repentance and Amendment of Life: and 
- X you know this, Sir, (and have no doubt often de- 
dlared it from your Pulpit) to be one of the chief 
= Hindrances of Men's becoming truly good. Now 
> X thould your Office for Confirmation” be found thus 
' 7 powerfully and directly tending to cherifs theſe falſe 
opesz you muſt excuſe me if I then ſhould thifik 
it ſo far from conpDucinG to Holineſs of Life, as that 
in my Conſcience I ſhould- believe it to be rather 
greatly OBSTRUCTIVE to it; and extremely deluſive 

and injurious to the Souls ot Men. 
Loet me further ask you, Sir, on this Heads it 
any Breach of Charity, to ſuppoſe that amongſt the 
\vaſt: Crowds which preſent themſelves on ſuch Oc- 
calions, there are often whom Gop, who 
knows their Hearts, knows to be Perſons of a cor- 
rupt and wicked Mind, and to be” ſtill under the 
Power and Tyranny of Sin? Can the good Biſhop 
himſelf, in any Judgment of Charity, ſuppoſe there 
are not /ome ſuch amongſt the thouſands he confirms 2 
= Candidly tell me then, Sir, upon what grounds he 
= abſolutely, and without Reſerve, declares to the ETER= 
= NAL Go concerning them ALL, that he hath fully 


knows many of them not ro be his Servants, and 
that be hath not at all forgiven them? Or, lays his 
Hand on each individual Perſon to aſſute him of 
Gop's Favour, and of his Regeneration by the Hol. v 
Gnhosr; when, in Truth, ſome of thoſe he thus aſ- 
{ares are abſolute and entire Strangers to the rene wing 
Influences of Gop's Spirit, and faſt bound in their 
Sins?" To me, Sir, 1 afſure-you, chis appears, I do 
2 | not 


forgiven theſe bis Servants, when Gop at that Time 


A 2 


61. 
not ſay a very ſhockiog, but I myſt fe a very un- 
accountable Solemnity z and ſhould be glad to 
know how to reconcile it to the Reverence you owe 
to Gon; or to the Fathivlnek and Charity due to 
the Souls of Men. 

Near akin to this, but of 4 yet more obnoxious 
Nature, is another Office of your Common Prayer. 
The Ap0LUTION of the * * To ibis you know, 
Sir, Diſſenters have always ſtrongly objected, as too 
much reſembling the / — Trick ” the Church 
of Rome by hich they pretend to ſend; Men to 
Heaven without real Amendment and Holineſs of 
Lite, But this you very prudently paſs over in 
per fett Silence ; for what indeed could fo ingenious 
an Advocate offer, on ſo extremely abſurd and in- 
defenſible a Point? | 

Being come to the ich Parſon, (no Matter what 
or how witked his former Life hath been) the Prieſt 
is directed, after ſome pious Ex hortations, to exa : 
mine, i berber be believes. the Articles of the Apoſ- 
6e tles Greed ;, and truly repent him of bis Sins; and 
„% in Charity with all ihe Warld ; And to move 
te him to make a ſpecial Confefſnon of bis Sins, if he 
feels bis Conſciencs troubled ' with any weighty Mat. 
« ger.“ After which Confeſſion, the Prieſt is or · 
der'd to ALR bim (if he humbly and hearuly 
deſixe it) after this. fort, | 

Our Lonp Jxsos Curr, who, hath tft Potuer 
10 his Church 20 ABSOLVE all Sinners aha truly re- 
pent and believe in 3 f bis great \ Mercy forgive 
thee t bins Offences : be AUTHORITY con- 
muted to Mx, 1 13 thee from ALL n Six, 
in the Name of ibe eg and of ibe Sox, n 
of the Ho Y GH. 
The Form is 1 ſolemn, Sir, and he 
Matter of the laſt Importance. You had need 
therefore be ſure you go. good Grounds, leſt 
you; be ſound to triſſe wan ihre Name af Gon, * 


| ( uw ) 

in Things of everlaſing Moment, and to, acquit 
thoſe: whom be abhors. Permit me, Sir, in this 
great Name, and before the World, ro demand of 
„ 1 Hhat Church is it, and where is the Church 
found, to whom Chair has left this high Autho- 
rity and Power? Is it the Church of England, the 
Church of Scotland, the Church of France, or the 
Church of Rome? Do you here mean by the Church, 
what your XIXth Article. hath defined it, viz, The 
Congregation of the faithful ? —Or, do you under- 
ſtand i as in your XXth Article, where it is ſaid 
to have Power to decree Rites, and Authority in Mat- 
ters of Faith? If ſo, I have ſhewn in my former 
I. etter, that the Church is no other than the King 
and Parliament of theſe Realms. The Ang, in- 
deed, has Power to abſolve all manner of Sinners, 


penitent or not penitent ; and by a ſingle 4# of 


Grace, to vacate and ſet aſide the Cenſures and Ex- 
communications of all rhe Biſbops, Archbiſbops, and 
Clergy of the Land, and to reſtore the Offender to 
the Church's Bolpm again. To ab/olve, not in 
Foro Civili only, but in Foro Eccleſiæ; not in the 
State only, but alfo in the Church. But whether 
the Kings or Queens of England do this by Autho- 
rity derived to them from Chur? Whether that 
Church of which rug v are declared the ſupreme 
Heads, be the Church to whom this high. Power is 
given? and whether Tus vr, as Heads of it, have 
not this Power dwelling capitally, ſupremely, and 
principally in them; ſo as that, What THEY looſe 
on, Earth, is as certainly. looſed in Haaven, as any 
Tbing that is Joofed by any inferior Members who 
officiate in the Church under them Theſe, Sir, 
are high Points, which without your Aſſiſtance, - 
ſhall not preſume to ſettle. Be fo good, Sir, as to 
Jet us know, wuar Cyunrcy b Earth it is, to 
whom Curt hath delegated: this important Au- 
«3 ' THORITY 3 
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W C.is ) Ca. 
THorITY ; and whfre the Charter or Grant it 
found, by which he gave it the Commiſſion? But 
2 That Cuanr hath given, can give, no ſuch 
AvTHokrITY to fallible uninſpired Men, I ſhould 
think abſolutely” out of doubt. Beeauſe if he hath 
given Power to any auTHORITATIVELY to abſolve 
thoſe who are truly penitent, he mult alſo have given 
them Power ro xNow who are truly penitent. Elſe 
'tis a Power to do nothing, for till they know them 
to be truly penitent (i. e. till they can ſearch' their 
Hatt) they cannot authoritatively abſolve them: 
But if they cannot do it till hen, they cannot do 
it at all. Beſides, 1 e i 
3. If abe Prieft has really from Canrr this Au- 
'thority and Power, :he' Manner in which he is here 
ordered to apply it, is moſt certainly wrong. For 
upon the Sinnet's' confeſing his Faults, and profeſſiny 
dis Faith and fincere Repentance, the Prieſt is or- 
dered moſt /dlemnly and autboritatively to abſolve 
bim. But ate any Promiſes or Proleſſions which 
a Simmer makes in that Diſtreſs, a ge Ground 
for ſuch an abſolute authoritative Abſolution? Are 
not the moſt proflipate, when Death is thought to 
approach, wont to ſeel their Conſcienee troubled 
with r e cad Malters, ready to confeſs their 
Sins, to expreſs the deepeſt Remorſe, and to vow 
Amendment if ſpared ? But when the Danger is 
paſt, is rhere one of a Thoufand that 'remembets 
bis Vows,” and chat returns not to his Sins with as 
keen an Appetite as ever? Do not you Gentle- 
men of the Clergy, loudly complain of this, when 
vou preſs to preſent Repentance, and warn us not 
to truſt to the Sorrows of a ſick Bed? But notwith- 
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1 abſolve bim from ave. bis Crimes, how mafy ot 
at ſoever have been, and to declare him 
| wen. Strange! that you can preſume in 
the Name of the ſacred Trinity, to ass a Man 
that he is abſobved frotn' all his Sins, when at the 
ſame Time you know yourſelves vor svRE that he 
is-abfolved ? Vea, when the only Grounds of [yout 
doing it, are but the fame Signs of Repentante 
Which a thouſand” Sinners give, who are neverthe= 
jeſs held faſt under the Power and Guilt of Sin! 
What would you call that Man, Sir, Who in a 
Court of human Judicature, ſhould mof ſolemnly 
affirm, and declare in the Name of Gob, an is 
portant Fact to be done, which yet at. the ſame 
Time he is not ſure is dohe. z or Who ſhould call 
Heaven to witneſs to the certainty of that, which 
he is not at all certain of? But is it leſs dangerous, 
or leſs reproachful, thus to trifle and collude in, 
eternal Things than in temporal; in the Court of 
Almighty Gop, than in that of the King ?* © 
I cannot ſay, Sir, in what Light you view this 
Order of your Church, nor what Obedience 90 
pay it, but am humbiy of Opinion, that tis this 
flraining the ſacetdotal Character, which has ſunk” 
it into. ſome” Contempt ; and that if it continues 
thus frained, lower, much lower, twill continue 
to fink. For when Men ſee you claiming from 
== Gov, awful and bigh Powers, which they are ſure 
1 oD has never given you; and hear you with great 
Solemnity antboritatively abſolving in the Name of 
the Holy Trinity, when at the ſame Time they know 
the Holy Trinity never gave you any. Authority ſo to 
do, how natural is it for them to deride the priefily 
Character on which theſe Claims are founded, and 
to treat yout other Offices willi Ridicule and Diſ- 
And now, Sir, having Preſented you! with ſome 
F the rue Crowds of our diſſent, many of whicti 

Hive pot at all, and the reſt bur ightly couch? 
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Freedom you. pleaſe, Oy 379 meren 


| (- a8 .+-): \ 
ed, in your. three, long Let ters, I proceed to your 
Attempts ro. reflett back Cur OWN P leas and O jec- 
tions upon ourſelves, and to prove us ſeH condemned. 
„ Here you complain ——“ that you walk almoſt 
&,,without Light—that our Churches are fo ſecret 
in all their Ways, that there is ſcarce any knows 
ing what they are —that you muſt grope and feel 
&. for- them as in the Dark and that you are ſome- 
“ thing like one fighting with a Ghoſtk.“ This 
emer, © indeed, a very juſt Deſcription. of your 
Caſe, ſor you greatly miſrepreſent both our Prin- 
and our | Praftice. But the Blame of this 
kniſs, Sir, be wholly to yourſelf. Are not our 
Churches open? Our Prayers, our Sermons, our 


Sacraments and Ordinations performed in View of 


the World, that whoever pleaſes may come and ſee 
our Manner in them? de en 
Bar * we have no common Rules of Diſcipline 
<. and, Worſhip, by which we hold + ourlelves 
ec obliged to walk 3 at, leaſt none made public and. 
« laid hefore the World, for your. Examination 
and. Diſcuſſionl.“ Yes, Sir, we have an ex- 


gellent common*Ruue of Diſcipline and Worſhip, 


by which all our Churches hold 4hemfelves obliged to 


walk; even tbe. ſame. which, CHR T and bis Apoſtles, 


che great Founders. of the Chriſtian Church, origi- 


nally <ew. up, ; publiſhed, and ettabliſhed for ir 3 


und which they left as a common Rule, the owl x 


common Rule, and a rERTECH common Rule, for 


the Uſe of all future Apes, viz, the Hol v Scar - 
Trunks: This therefore you may diſculs with all the 
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6 and conſummate” Chriſtians, ſuch as can give 
& particular Account of their Convert ſion m. Here 
you walk, Sir, without Light. ' There is not a fiugle 
Church, | am 'perſuaded, amongſt the Diſſenterſ in 
the whole Kingdom, hardly a ſingle Perſon, *wha 
hath th Notion of the "Sacrament. We un ver 
hold, that every ſincere Chriſtian has a Right to the 
nne 307 G1 ohh 
. As to the Duty of Faſting, you ſay, if yo 
„ are not "mightily deceived, it is © thrown away 
„ amongſt us. Vu have not met with any Ser- 
mons or Treatiſes of our Miniſters, ſhewing the 
$ Obligations, and preſſing its Practice upon the 


$ People; nor have you ever heard of its being 
8e prackled, even by the ſtricteſt and devoute 


« amongſt usn.” Vou are'migbrily decei uod, Sir, 

a great deal 10% mightily, for one who ſets up for o 
ſevere a Cenſor of his Brethren,” Amongſt man) 
others, I refer you only to a moſt excellent Diſcourſe 
on Falling, in Benket's Cbriſtian Oratory, Vol. II. 
which I am fure you cannot read without admiring - 
it, bluſhing, and condemning your own Temeri 5. 
Lou are pleaſed to give us aſſo a very grave 4 
ſevere Reprehenſion for Standing, and For Kinelin 
at our public Prayers; and ſay, It is little "Te 
than impoſed upon our People, inſomuch that 

„ ſhould any one preſume to kneel in our Churches, 

„ we-ſhould certainly cenſure and condemn him for 
it o. — That your .Church has as good Right to 
<<. impoſe/ Kneeling in the public Worſhip upon her 
Members, às Diſſemters have to impoſe it upon 
© their Children and Servants in their Family De- 
«.yotions P And that we aALwars practiſe it in 

& priuate q. Tou are extreamly unhappy, Sir, 
in your Intelligence about this frange People, whom 
you have taken upon you to reprebend, . came 
you to know, What their Poſtute of Worſhip al- 

m Lett. I. pag. 32. n Lett, I. pag. 65, 66, o Lett. II. 
pag, 65, 67, Lett. I. pag. 28, q Lett. II. gag, 66, 
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as is in PRIVATE ? Have they taken you int 
Fer Cloſets ? For my own Part, I not el 9 
have been much with them at their ſecret Devo- 
tions, and therefore will not pronounce with ſuch A 
france as you do upon the Point ; but am vet 
Axongly perſuaded they praQtiſe variouſiy in ith 
Matter, and do not always kneel. ; 
As to their Families and Churches, though I have 
been preſent ar Prayers in a great Number of both, 

i preſume, Sir, never have been) 4 
- aſlure-/you, I never once ſaw nor heard any Thing 

like the Inpoſiliont you mention. In their Family 
Devotions ſome fland, and ſome kneel, according as 
heir Inclination and Convenience ſetves. And in 
their. publit Aſeblias, many kneel at Prayer, l be. 
lieve, the whole Kingdom over, without it ever 
entering into the Thoughts of their Fullot- Mor. 
ien to take the leaſt Offence there. 
Nou tell me“ you can name à conſiderable 
* [Congregation amongſt us, which is greatly ſcan- 
$ galized—and bas taken a great and general Of- 
& fence; at ohe of its Members kneeling at pubs 


Flic Prayer r.“ But as in many other Points, Sir, 


tis very notorious you have been ill ſerved by yout 
Informers, ab to our Cuſtonis and "Worſhip z you 
muſt give. me leave to think, that they have here 
alſo made 100 free! with your Credulity. That we 


have ar Brethren amongſt us, and thoſe not a 
few, I am very ready to own. But a Congrega- 
tion, à confiderable Congregation too, ſo weak as to 
take a great and genera} Offence at fuch a Trifle as 
ag you muſt excuſe! me, if I cannot eaſily ad- 
wit it. I think/you will do Juſticeg Sir, to name 
the Congregation, chat it may either purge inſelf of 


de Repfoach, or ſtand cprrectad before the World, 


for its unriſtian and impoſng Temper: ; and learn 
o a more conſiſlent with- that. Liberty and Rightrof 
nayate Judgment, which as Diſſenters they 'profely. 
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No, Sir, Diſſenters are not 'for hinding, wbere 
God. has left Free. They ate our: Brethren of "ages 
ther Church, who think themſelves capable of . 
ing Ounter's Juſtitytions.', and not content vo uſe 


them in CHIN: fomplicity in which Den 1 


Wunost jeft them, muſt need ambeſliſ and * 
yer them by Additjons\of their Ww. 

'. Theſe Additions your own, for Inſtance, — 
1NG- at publip. Pragers, you are ſo ſurprizingly | ſan» 
* to repreient as “ a great Jmprovement-' of 
* public Worſhip, und as bene yer natural Splen- 
ce gor — Beauty to it that our 

« for Want of it that kneeling is a more humble and 


orſhip is deba ** 


00 2892 Poſtute much more expreflive four © | 


rofound Revetence of Gon. And the humble 
i ſture of tnesling, Navunr itſelf ſo plainly 
80 dictates, and ſon powerfully: pr pr ompts us to, that 
00 a Man, if he were left to himſelf, whenever 
« he makes his . Requeſts known to Gop, will 
6 hardly: do it. in any other - unleſs when ſome af. 
60 2 Refiraintis laid upon him: How tows 
ab Flight! Vou do not Peng ro ſay, that 
Curr or bit - Apoſtles, ever enjoined, or 
— or moſtly, auſed KNE EN N at public 
Prayer yon mention ſcveral Iuſtances from Scrip- 
ture, where srax D was the Poſture of ſome of 
the moſt : ſolenm- Addreſſes to y. Gon Abra- 
ham ao before '2be- Lordi, when be offered up 
that humble Interceſſion for "Sodom: Of the Levites 
and all tbe Prieſfs, tis particularly recorded, thar 
they vroop vp; and all the People are allo called 
upon to 3TAND ur, and bleſs the. Lord their 8 
in that ſolemn. Addreſs: ro Heaven, Nehem. ix. 2 
»\4z4iF4 An Addreſs of deep A mg no wt 
efliong Deprecation, and Coyenanting wit Get) 
one of the moſt ſolemn that ſtands = ſacred Re- 
cord ; tis here no leſs than four ſeyeral Times ex- 
Pup. mentioned, that STANDING was #he Poſture 
in 
. u. « 66; 674 699 746 Hen. wil. . 
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d ſhip K SE ELING:3' which! Cuſlom we: 


q 4 Evidence glaring full in your Face, Sir, you have 
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in which their Worſhip was offered up. Moſes and 
Samuel are repreſented as srAND % before Gop, 
when making their moſt humble and importunarg, 
Interoeſſions with him, Jer. xv. 1. When aun 
SAVIOUR in his Parable repreſents wo Men pray- 
ing in tbe "Temple, -$TANDING is the Poſture in 
which he deſcribes them, Latexviii. 10, 11. Vea, 
himſelf in expreſs; Words has, if not actually in- 
joined, yet moſt fully declared his Approbatian of 
this Geſture,, Mart xi. 27. M ben je sradp proy- 
ing, forgive. Finally, when the primitive -Chriſti- 
ans, it is acknowledged on all Hands, every Lord's 
Day, and at all other Times betwixt Eater and 
A biſuntide, univerſally prayed s r ANDDINO, and 
NEveR ineeled at their public Devotions. (Cons 
ſequently, by the Way, not at the Lord's ſupper.) 
Die Dominico ne, as ducimus, &c. ſays Tertullian u 9 
«© On the Logp's-Day we: account it A sIN o wor- 
alſo obſerus 
from Eaſter, 1 Whitſuntide/——With» all. chis 


the AMurance, (hall 1 call it, or does iti deſerve 
ſome ' other Name, very ſmartly to reprehend us 
ſor Sr AN DING St our PublicicPrayers ; and to 
Call it a Debaſement of our M orſbip to: affirm that 
kneeling is a MORE bumble and bunnuruble Poiſture 
- MUCH MORE expreſſive. of our prafuum Ne verence of 
Gop -A great IMPRqVEMENT of. public Hor ſbip, 
and that it adds a natural \ Beauty: and SPLENDOR 
10 it Surprizingly enthuſiaſtic! What Abrabam, 
and Moſes, and Samuel, and Nebemiab, and all the 
Prieſts, - and Jewiſd People, opunA SGN the divine 
| r when they sr oO D befhe Go, and made 
their ſolemn. Adqdreſſes to him I Vea what Curr: 
himſc}f too debafe: it, by dirocting Men to grand; 
„ͤ r norte ao. -40,00 
Had gon happened, Sir, to have been of the 
Council of tbe Apoſiles, you could have apo 
* | them 
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them.-to, eſtabliſh, Chrifian, Har ſvip upon . a; greatly 
„%%, worse beautiful. and ks Plap; and 

. jane IN join Dt this enn humble and... hoyourable 
ofture, .. this ARPITIONAL Splendor ., and Beauty to 
public Prayer, which ir never came into heir Minds 
| | Diſcpls—Bu as our Bibles, at pre- 


to om the 
ſent ſtand; and nd 1 have | 
at full Liberty to offer up our Prayers either Stand- 
ing or Kneeling, you will excule us if we are not ſo 
ſtruck with, your additional Beauty as to give our- 


ſelves up blindfold to its Charme. e 
But it ſeems we are inconſiſlent, in condemning 
ſome of your Ceremonies, when at the ſame Time 
we. readily conform ourſelves to others - yea, have 
many Ceremonies. allow'd. and practiſed amongſt our- 
ſelves. Such, you aver, we have, tho' we ſeem. 


% not to know it a Such as Uncovering our Head: 


« when we enter either your Churches, or our own 
« Mectings w.“ But you. are. ſtill © walking in the 
<< Dark,” Sir, as., you, jultly repreſent yourſelf, 
and encountfing | with. Gba +. The ; Diſſenters 
have no ſuch Cuttom,of Uncovering their Heads when 


1 


they. enter into their Meeting - Places, unleſs in Time 


of Worſhip z no Notion of pay ing Reyerence to 
Timber and Mall; no Miniſters amongſt them Who 
have Senſe or Grace, enough to. e a Piece of. 
Ground..: And when they uſe this Ceremony, ar. 


Entering your. Churches, tis, I aſſure you, purely as 
ment paid, not in the leaſt to the Bui 


a. civil, not at all as a religious n Complis, . 
| 1g 


bit en-, 


titel lo our. good Brethren, whom, we; would nov. 


* offend. n "a0 vs) oc wit 35 

Ty Kneeling at Ordination, the next Ceremony, 
you mention, tho! generally uſed amongſt. us, was 
never I believe impoſed. If the Perſan to be ordain- 


oÞ and Jeſus Cbriſ have left u 


7 ſerupled that Poſture, he would, without all 


be permitted 10 fand. 
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; of hs the or which oa wa ſid, 
« but will not poſitively uffirmy_ to palFar 
«the Covenant berwixr us a our Paſtors,” which 
Jou once and again mention, let your Swſpicions on 
that Head, Sir, give you no *furrher Pam. I aſſure 
you 1 neither 1 8 Wer have ever beard of any 
ch Covenanting nod pradtiſed among ſt us: And am 
s that 2 all e E: Churches, 1 not one in five 
ndred obſerve any fuch Thing. 
0 In Ballance lk your Sur pliea gpu put, what 


vou call, the Ceremony of l weeping 
4 Ny oe” Bur the len F Would have 


ſhewn' the 9 Caſe? to be far from para. Our 
Minifters are at full Liberty either to 4% or diſu/# 
the hee Are yours /o as to the ober? Did you 
cuer hear of * "learfied pidus Paſtors amongſt us 
EF  filencd, ref "olkeY; and "cruclly irprifon'd for reſu- 
ſing the beets Chat? But, have you” never heard 
of your: * $a mpſons, Hutapbreys, and an hun- 
dred other Miniſters," Men of diffi mih'd Learn- 
ing and Uſctfulneſs im your Churth, "who have been 
ep. from their Bilton in it frenc'd, ” confined, 
and 'grievouſly harral's, © only , for ſer oplin ' your 
Serplice and Cap ? Have you never — 53 f many 
. Churches forſaken and thor” ap in London, and of 
numerous Congregations, both in City and Country, 
rived for a long while of Secrets and-public 
 Worſtup, by the Tigot6ns Impoſition of your Habits 
on their Miniſters ? Aud if the moſt celebrated Di- 
vine was now td offer to 8 1 in any of SE 
Churches, but refuſed to wear un Sur plirt 
not, by your Canons, he ſet aſide and Meldet ind 
: — Cat been the Occafjon of a thouſandth Part of 
the Diftrations and Confufions in the Church, as 
Jour Surplice has been, and /wept fo tnany worthy 
Perſons from their Minittry and LIES it j we 
ſhould have had the Grite, Fhope, to treat it 
© as a Beſeme of Defiruftion, and to have dom 5 


the Flames. 
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(CAFE I» 
But © the Giving the Cbriſlian Name in Baptiſin 
to the Perſon baptiſed, you very ſeriouſly urge 
« az another ſolid Argument of Ceremonies amongſt 
„ us,” and ask, Is it not an Addition to the Sas 
&« crament ? Is it not an Inpeſition? You * 
C Now I ſee you ſmile 1. Excuſe me, Sir, I 
could not help it! you Argument is quite new, 
and really ſurpriſed me with its Solidity and Weight. 
Ves, Sir, I gyn it an Addition, an Impoſition, and 
a very ridiculowfone too. And ſhould any Miniſter 
of ours pretend to add, of to impoſe, this Cetemony © 
upon his People ; and forbid them to call the Child 
by its Name till it was baptiſed, you may be aſ- 
ſured he would ſoon meet with the Diſtegard and 
Contempt his Impertinence deſerv'd. When you 
baptiſe adult Perſons, do you give their Names in 
that Ceremony? Or do you not only call them by 
Names before given? The ſame, I apprehend, is 
the Cale as to Children amongſt us. 

As for the-Ceremonies in Marriage z theſe, you 
juſtly obſetve, we conſider only as civil Ceremonies, 
and the Prieſt as a civil Officer, appointed by the 
Magiſtrate to officiate in this Affair. And whats 
ever decent Rites the Migiſtrate preſcribes in Matters 
of a civil Nature, we think it our Duty reverently 
to obſerve. But, the Magiſtrate preſcribe !“ you 
with Aſtoniſnment reply, * For Gop's Sake how” 

4 does the Magiſtrate here preſcribe the Rites and 
« Ceremonies of Marriage, more than the other 
« Rites and Ceremonies. of the Church 21“ But 
could not a Gentleman of your Diſcernment perceive 
a Difference here? Is the Form of Marriage any 
where inflituted by our Saviour ; or a Part of Cbri- 
Kian Worſhip 3 as: Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper- 
are? May we not therefore own the Power of the 
ei Magiſtrate to appoint Rites and Forms for the 
Calebration- of the one, but not ſo as to the otber ? 
By bing Rites. of Marriage, the Magiſtrate 
70 ” * uh ET: ace | 
en, JL, p. 10, 2 Leu. III. p. 6. 
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SZ e mir'd with "paſtoral Exhortationss* holy Prayers, 


+ 9 (260 
4 in Character, * in bis own Kingdom : but 
| by authiritatively preſeribing Rites in Baptiſin and 


Lord's Supper, we humbly apprehend, he ex- 
tend bey ond rhe Sphere aſſigi d Nn by Gop, and 


attempts to rule in ChntsT's Kingdom and that 
therefore here we are to obey Gon, rather than Man. 
Tou ſurther ask with ſurprize - What civil Ce- 


3 i ſemonies in the Chutch of Gon! in the midſt of 


* the Adtminiſtration of a divine Inſtitution: inter- 


«'folemn Benedictions . But why, Sir, fo 
aſton ſh'd? Did you never tate an OA in a civil 
Ooutt of Jodicature? And did not the Perfon who 
ndminiſſ red this $acreD Rite, give you a paſtoral 
Pxbortation, accompanied with an bh Prayer, and 
A 3 Beneliction, piouſly mvoking on you Gop's 
932 Gat 'Help ? And as to the Praceg* which 
owe de eb f Gop, where Marr iags is ſo- 
empixed 3 you might have pleafed ro remember, 
that the Bene of Timber, and the Sanctity of 
Walls, is a Point too ſublime for Di ſſenters Under- 
Randings z and that in their Opinion all Places are 
Aike holy, and that no Building on Earth merits the 
High Honour of being called the Church of Gon. 


Tbe ſame Reply we make as to the Ceremonies of 
Burial, our Compliance with which you alſo briskly 
 Tetort upon us. Is Burial of the Dead, Sir, a Cn i- 


San Inſliration ? Any Part of the Religion or 
Worſhip of Chrif?. Is it not purely a political or 
civil Thing ? Ves; and as ſuch only we view it: 
and conſider the Perſon who officiates, as one ap- 
2 17 to this Oſhice, bac, frubtad, and maintain- 
by the S rare... * 
But as you are here profeſſedly « axfivering our 
= great and popular Objeftions,” how eame you, Sir, 
15 fide over, in conſummate Sience, one of 
| OK, and moſt popular, to this Office of Ba: 
which, indeed, is not ours dr but an I 
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(2 ) W, 
of ſome of the moſt illuſtrious, Members of you, 
own Church. Were you conſcious the xOHjes; 


Paſſages. were incapable. of Defence, and theretors _ 


prudent let them drop # | bs 1 ->x } 93601 
ih . — are but three Caſes, you know, Sir, in 
which your Church refuſes chis ſolemn Office of Bu- 
rial, viz. to thoſe who die unbaptiſed, to Self- Murs 
therers, and to thoſe who axe under Sentence of the 
greater Excommunication.: As for all ether Perſaus 
which are brought to the Church-yard, it very ſtrict» 


Canon 68, that you uſe over them the Form pre- 
ſcribed by the Common Prager. Now, hence it comes 


to paſa, that over ſome of the moſt abandon d and 
frofligate of Mankind; over Men who have been 


cut down in a Courſe of open Impiety hy à ſudden 
and untimely Death; or who even fell by the Hand 
of Juſtice for ſome black and atroc ious Crime; over 
zbeſe, I (ay, your Church, and I ſay it with; Aſo» 
niſhmenr, directs and commands you moſt folemaly. 
to declare, That almighty God of bis 6REAT Mercy: 


has taken to himſelf the Soul of this your dear Brother. 


You give Gop' hearty Thanks that jt hath pleaſed bim ta 
deliver bim aut of the Miſeries of this ſinful World : And 


out of this Life; you may REST IN CHRIST, as Jqur; 


excepted, So that if the Man'happen'd to be kilkd- 
in the very Act of committing Murder, Adultery, ar 
a Rape Or for either of cheſe Crimes dies upon the 


Gallows an impenitent hardened Wretch, whom Ven- 
geance ſuffer d not to live; yet concerning him you 

are to declare, that Almighty Go bath in Gar 
x CY taken bim to himſelf. ; Tho' he died a Vic- 


to public. Juſſice, and was taken away in Wratb. 
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ly commands you, even under pain of Suſpenſion, by ' | 


you pray, Gon, hat when 304 yourfelves ſhall depart © l 
Hop is this your Brother doth. This is what your: 


Church commands you, ſolemnly to ſay over EyERY: 
Perſon brought to be buried, the three Caſes aboye: 


are to give Gop bearty Thanks, that be bath 


ghis your: BROTHER. out of ir Miferies of i:. 
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World: Tho you have the ſtrongeſt Rea - 
to believe, that he is gone down to Realms of 
e Miſery below. And you are to profeſs be- 
ore Gon that you HopE the Man Ess IN CHRIST, 
and pray that you yourſelves may reſt in Chriſt in 
the ſame manner as this your Brother doth : when 


you have all the Grounds in the World to think he 


died in bis Sins, and is therefore not gone to be ¹ 
Onnisr, where nothing that is defiled can ever be 
admitted. Strange! and extremely ſhocking! what 
can the People think, Sir! what muſt Inſidels and 
Deiſts think when they hear you in the Morni 

denouncing from the Scriptures certain Death — 
Deſtruction from the Preſence pf "Gow, to all vici- 
ous and corrupt Perſons ; and aſſuring them that 
bent "Holineſs No Max ball ſen the Lord : But 
in the Evening from the Common Prayer, ſhall hear 
vob, the samt Paso, declaring before Gon 
your Hops. of the erna Happiueſf of one of the 
moſt debauch'd and profligate Men your Pariſh af - 


fords ; and ſending him hence with all the lofty Ex- 


teſñions of Confidence and Hope, as you would a 
Perſon of the moſt ſhining and exemplary Life. 
Do you imagine, Sir, People do not think? Can 

wonder DeisM ps That the Priefibood 
19*ridiculed ? And that your good Sermons are no 
more effectual to reform a corrupt World? To me 
this appears (and doubtleſs it does the ſame to thou- 
ſands of your own' Church) a moſt indecent Pro- 
ſtitution of your ſacre Character and Office, a Trifl- 
ing and Prevaricgtion in Things of everlaſting Mo- 
ment; and a fatal Snare to the Souls of Men: Who 


fſeeing their debguclfd Neighbour diſmiſzd to the o- 


ther World with ſuch Confidence of his good Eſtate, 


ſuppreſs their juſt Fears, and ſay, I ball bave Peace, 
16057 add  Drunkenne/s to Tbirſt. 2 * 7 21 
But there is a further very frange. and ex:raordie 
n Circumſtance attending this Matter, viz;* That 
ti makes your Church perform, dot to ſay 4 lk 
1 r 8 + B | 
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D | 
rack, but ſomething very like it, if not greater 
than that, for it damns and ſaues the ſame individual 
Perſons. Whom it damns When Jiving, it ſaves 
when dead. Arians and Sacinians, you know, Sir, 
your Church declares wirkhour Doug r 70 perifs 
cverlaſtingly. But let theſe very Men die, and your 
Church as ſolemuly declares that Gop hath in RBA 
Mzxcv talen them to bimſe!f, and that it Rorzs 
they ESN IN CrrisT. | Can any Thing be more 


tranſcendant and marvellous than this! That the 
Man whom I: pronounce. WITHOUT DOUBT. #0 6 


damned, I yet Rope that be is ſaved, i. e. | hope 
wit haut Hope SOM # 10 ee 1M 
Bur. you. would eſtabliſh, not only the ie, hut 
the Church's divine. Rigbt, of MAKING Ceremonies 
irom the-lnſtance'of the hay Lb. The XK of 


© Charity uſed in the Apoſtolic Church, you ask, 


« wes ir a Rite of divine Appointment, or was it 


not?” I anſwer, that I apprebend this Kiſs of 


Charity cannot properly be called a divine [nftitu» 
tian, nor be ſaid to be ordained by the Apoſtles. 
The greeting with a Kiſs, was an ancient eſtabliſhed 
Uſage, not only apoogh the Jews, but the Gentile 
Nations alſo. This 

was not ordained by the Apoſtles, but only by their 


Advice regulated and directed to a moral and re- 


ligious End. Tis as if they had ſaid, Tis your 
Cuſtom when you meet, to ſalute each other with 
a Kiſs, ſee chat it be a pure, a chaſte, or holy Kifs, 
a Token of + unfcigned Charity, Friendſhip and 


But if his Ceremony of the boly Kiſi, Was.not 


5 of divine Appointment” (which probably, you 
“ ſay, is the Truth of the Caſe) but a merely ec - 
„ cleſiaſtical prudential Inſtitution, erdained by the 
4 Apoſtles without wy Precept from the Lord, or 
any particular Dir 
Then, Sir, I without the leaſt Heſitation ſay, it 
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ſage therefore, or Ceremony, 


ion of the Holy Spirit f. — 
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| ( 30 ) 
r e Lam upon the Con- 
ſeiences of Clyiftians ; they might, or they might 
not practiſe ir, without ſinuing againſt Gon. Even 
the Apoſtles had uo Dominion over the Faith and 
Practice of Cbriſlians, but what was given them by 
the /petial Preſence and Spirit of Cunrisr, the only 
Lawgiver, Lord, and Sovereign of the Church, 
They: were to teach only the Things which he 
Mould” command them. Whatever they injoined 
under the Influence of that Spintr, was to be con- 
ſidered and obeyed as the anctian of Cunisr. 
But if they ihne any Thing in the Church 
(which I can by no means admit) without the pes. 
euliar Influence and Direct ion of this Spirit, (i. e. 
as merely fallible unaſſiſted Men) in that Caſe their 
Injunctions had no Authority over Conſcience: Every 
Man's own Reaſon'bad Authority to examine: and dif- 
cuſs their Injunctions, and as they approved them- 
felves' to his private Fadgment, to obſerve them, or 
not. Should we grant then what you ask—* That 
the Church in the preſent Age, has the ſame 
* Authority and Power as the Church in the apoſto- 
ie Age, conſidered as not being under any imme- 
A diate and extraordinary Guidance of the Holy 
4%;:Ghoſt.” — What will you gain by it? This ſame 
Authority and Power, is you ſee, Sir, really no Power 
nor Authority at all. $6. 2 by L 6.2 
© I proceed next & to the Point of Discirzixx, 
& the Want of which you ſay, is objected to your 
_. « Charch; but you will repreſent the real State of 
« ir, and then ſhew that we really as much want it 
c gurſolves c., We will attend vet - own Account 
of it, which to be ſure is not too ſevere. You ac- 
knowledge that the Diſcipline of the Church is 
of grrat Moment towards the Edification of its 
„ Members; and that the Fault is «npardonable 
ehen Church Governors let it fall, through a 
Aſupine Carxeleſſneſi and Neglect That there is 4 
ta 8 great 


c Lett. III. p. 12, : - he 


en 


— 


: _ 8 a. a " 
V As 0 4 * a n » Fn +. £4 
P 7 L's dd _— * 8 
_— 


— 5 
1 1 v*; 
1 A . 
» 1 „ 
. 


Un TIO. 
10 great Proſtration of Diſcipline in the Church of 
« England That it is ruined amongſt you That 
« the Diſtempers of the Times me evidently too 
« ſtrong for it That thoſe who fit at the Helm, 
« find it prudent not to bear up too much againſt 
« the Impetuoſity of the Storm, but to give Way 
« till the Madnefs of the People be ſtill That the 
« Diſcipline of the Church bas not been carried to 
« any Degree of Perfection And now lies under 
« 4 general Relaxation.— That your People are 
« often indulg'd in all their unreaſonable Demands 
« and diforderly Ways, to prevent their putting in 
Execution their Theats, that they will go to the 
Meeting — And finally, That you have at leaſt, 
& rhe Shadow and Form of Diſcipline, and truſt in 
& Gop that theſe diy Bones will one” Day live d.? 

This, it muſt be owned, is very ingenu and 
frankly ſpoken. And can you blame then the Dis 
ſenters, Sir, for joining themſelves to Churches, 
where that godly Diſcipline is obſerved, which you 
confeſs to be of ſo great Moment to the Edification 
of Chriſtian People; and which your Church is can- 
tinually wide, but never attempts to have re- 
fred. But here you retort, and intimate as great a 
Want of Diſcipline amongſt us. What are there 
* no ſcandalous Sinners, you ask e, no Fornicators, 
& Adulterers, Extortioners, c. received into yout 
Churches! I muſt beg your Pardon if I demur 
ar „ this. For I could never perceive the Doors 
of the Meeting were ever ſhur againſt any. And 
« if ſuch profligate Perſons be not admitted to fir 
4 af the Loris Table, they need not fear being ad- 
<« "mitted to all other Parts of your Worſhip.” 

And is not this, Sir, exactly right? Ought not 
our Church- doors to be always. ent open, that who- 
ever will may come, and be Witneſs ro our Way of 
Worſhip.” Such 'profligate: Perſons therefore may 
Na Ss an” wo pots ds com, 
- | * Letter I. 


II. Id, 13% 14, 17, 22, 25. 
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* | 63209 
come, if they pleaſe, and hear their Sins reproved, 
and be exhorttd to. Repentance and Amendment of 
Life.” They are then, where they ought to be, 
under the preaching of the Word ; the Means, ap- 
pointed by Gon, to convince and reclaim · the pro- 
e und corrupt. Were not the Doors of the 
1 at Corinth kept open in the Apes Days, 
* for Hfidels to come in, and bepreſent at their Wor- 
hip. Vid. 1 Cor. xiv. 23. But to tbe Table of the 
Lon, to partake. of the Children's Bread, you 
ſcem convinced that in gar Churches, ſuch profli- 
3 gate Perſons are not ſuffered to come. And is not 
is the trus Order and Diſcipline of the Chriſtian 
Church? But—ls it the ſame, Sir, in your Church 7 
Are not ſome of the moſt. profane and abandoned 
E of Men, Rakes, Debauchecs, Blaſphemers of Gon, 
= and Scoffers at all Religion, often ſeen upon their 
Koecs around 9er Communion Table, eating the 
Children's Bread, and partaking of the boly | Elements 
to qualify for 4 Poſt? Dare your Miniſters refuſe 
them? No, they dare not tefuſe rhe molt impious 
Blaſphemer the bree Kingdoms afford, when he 
comes to demand it as a Qualification for an Office 
in the Army or Fleet. 3 
And if in any other Caſe, the Prieſt denies the 
Sacrament to the moſt. ifm Sinner dwelling in 
his Pariſh, if the Man, upon an Appeal to the-eccle- 
| faſtical Court, can ſecure the Favour of the Lay» 
Chancellor; he may ſecurely defy both the Miniſter 
and the Biſhop to keep him from the Lord's Table. 
© The Chantellor's Determinacion ſhall ſtand in Law, 
F though contrary to the Biſbop's ; and the Miniſter 
be able to a Sw/prnfbon, for retuling. Compliance: 
aud if he is conturnacious, and will not give the 
Mun the Sacrament, even to Extommunication itſelf. 1 
How, Sir, do you. reconcile thit with your affirm- 
ing, That your Pariſh Prieſt has as much Power 
u any Presbyterian or congrezgational Miniſter to 
tere open and 4{eandaloys Singen from the 
n " hs ws Lord's 
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6 Lord's Table ? Or how with your © Rep 
„ fenting the Lay-Chancellor as a Perſon only + 
«© ſumed by the Biſhop, not to do any Act that is 
„ purely Spiritual, but only to be his Aſiſtant in his 
& eccleſiaſtical and judicial Proceedings g?”* | 
Is not the Chancellor ſupreme and uncontrouled in 
his Court, not liable to be reſtrained or directed by 
the Biſbop in his judicial Proceedings? Does he not 
finally and abſolutely determine on Caſes of Excom- 
munication, ſovereignly direct who ſhall be received 
to, and who caft out 22 Chriſtian Fellowſhip and 


Worthip at the Table of the Lord? And is not 


this an Act as purely ſpiritual, as important and mo- 
mentous, as any done in the Church? Muſt. not 
Sentence take Place without Controul, and is the 
Miniſter in publiſhing it any other than bis Servant, 
appointed by Law to put ir in Execution? 

Will you pleaſe ro hear, Sir, che Sentiments of 
a great Prelate h of your own Church, upon the 
Point in Debate “ If there be any Thing in 


„the Office of a Biſhop to be challenged peculiar 


ce to themſelves, certainly it ſhould be this (ſpeak - 


ing of Excommunication) yet this is in a Manher,. 
6 quite relinquiſhed to their - Chancellorsz Lay men, 


“% who have no more Capacity to ſentence: or-ab- 
« ſolve a Sinner, than to diſſolve the Heavens or 
c the Earth. And this pretended Power of the 


& Chancellor, is ſometimes purchaſed wich a Sum 


« of Money. Their Money periſb with them / Good 
« GoD! What a horrid Abuſe is this of the divine 
% Authority? Bur this ' notorious ITranſgreſſion is 
« excuſed, as they think, by this, that a Miniſter 
& called the Biſhop's Surrogate, but is indeed the 
c Chancellor's Servant, choſen, called, and placed 
& there by him, to be his Crier in the Court, no 
« better z that when he hath examined, he ud, 
and ſentenced the . 25 then the Miniſter, for» 


* | | „ tooth, 
f Lett, III. pag. 23. s Ibid. pag. 38. h Dr. 
Groſts, Biſhop of Hereford, Naked ub, &c. pag. 8. 
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46 woth; W xhe Sentence. Juſt as if the 
4 Rector Fe a Pariſh Church ſhould 'exclude any 
„ of his Congregation; and lock him out of. the 
Church, then comes the Clerk, ſnews and jingles 
ce the Keys, that all may take Notice that he is 
6 excluded. And by this his Authority, the Chancellor 
1 rakes upon him to ſentence not only Lmen, but 
r Clergymen allo. brought into bis Court for any 
« Delinquency. * And in the Court of Arebes, _ 
* „ ſentence even Biſbops themſelves.” ? 

„J remember when the Biſhop of Wells, hear- 
6 ing of 'a Cauſe .corruptly managed, and comi 
c jnto Court to reftify-ir, the Chancellor, Dr. Duck, 
« fairly'and mannerly bid him be gone, for he had 
h no Power there ro act any Thing; and there» 
„ wichal pulled our his — ſealed by this Bi- 
* ſhop's Fredeoeſſor, which frighted the poor Biſhop 
ie our'of the Count Bebold l this.is the Perſon, 
Sir, whom you have the Courage to repreſent as only 
aſſumed by the Biſpop, not to do any Att that is purely 
SPIRITUAL, | but ONLY o be bis ANTSTANT in his 
fans Proceedings. 

But us we are flow opon the Head of Diſcipline; 
and the Law called zbe Ter is a Battery which has 
beat down all i, Fentes: around your Church, and 
you are a zcalous Advocate for that Law, you will 


1 permit me here, Sir, to enlarge a little upon that 


Poinit and to ask — How you can bear to fee the 
terrible Deſolation it has made of your Di 
cipline, withour Reſentment and Grief? Can you be 
jealous, Sir, ſor the Proſperity and Honour 

vour Church, and yet patiently view it lying in this 
follured and common State? Its lucloſures broken 
up, and a Way opened by Law for the molt fla- 
git ious of Mien, for Abe, ptofeſſed Deifts, and 
the' moſt open and avowed Sinners, to lie ſecurely in 

its Beſom, to fuck at itg-Breaſts, to be numbered 
and cheriſhed amongſt its holieſt and moſt beloved 
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World as honeſt and 
ſuffered to come boldly to the Table of the Lon. 
But why' do I ty ſured? Does not your 
Church by the Force of this Law, even-compel them 
to come in? Many of the unhappy Perſons, con- 
ſcious of their anfitne/5, would gladly draw back: 
Knowing themſelves perhaps, either to di5belteve the 
Truth, or elſe to live in open Violation of the Laws 
of Chriſtianity, they are loth to add to their other 
Crimes this Prevarication with Almighty Gon, and 
Affront to Jesus Cnrisr, and thereby. to run 3 
dreadfu! Riſque of eating and drinking Judgment 16 
themſelves. © But, their All lies at Stake: They muſt 
- qualify, or be given up to Beggary and Want. 
Away therefore: with Scruples , They ruſh ro the 
Lord's Table, and partake of the! ſacred Elements 
wal Conſciences and Characters all covered with 
Ui (. $3 41 | a _ 
You: will ſay; perhaps, it is their own Fault, 
hey * have refuſed to come. Ther 
indeed, if they would have loſt their Poſts, their 
Subſiſtence, their Bread. But can the Church tea 
ſonably expect ſuch Sacrifices as theſe, from Men 
of corrupt Minds? Is ſhe then in #0" Fault, in lay 
ing Men under ſuch ſtrong, almoſt ##vincible Temp- 
rations, to this odious Hypocrify and Profatiation 


* 
19 


of | boly Things? Is ſhe not highly culpable, ſor 


opening her Boſom to receive Men of impure Cha- 
raters” to all the ſacred Privileges, Liberties, and 
Honours, which belong only to Srcere Chriſtians f 


Yea, for owning before the World as 'worthy and 


good Chriftians, Perſons whom the World fees, and 
whom th-Church herſelf cannot but fee to blaſ- 
pheme the Name of Carr, and to live in'nvowed 
Contempt of his Authority und Laws? © —© 
And what Relief, Sir; has the unhappy Miniſter, 
of whow' as 'Sreward in God's Hie, i is required 
Dat be Ir fond Parrot, und Who is to anſwer 
for is Conduct to * reat Mar En 3 
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6369) 
What Relief, I ask, has he, when the moſt veteran 
Debauchee, ſhall come and demand from him tbeſe 
Pledges of Chriſtian Fellowſhip, and of Gop's pa- 
ternal Love? Truly, none at all: He 'muſt receive 
him as a Child of Gop,-and a dearly beloved Bro- 
ther to the Table of Cnanr, or have an Action 


commenced. againſt him, and be condemned per- 
haps in Damages more than he is worth, | 
As much therefore as you are concerned for the 
Honour of the Church, and for the Intereſt, Repu- 
tation, and Comfort of its Clergy, ſo much you 
ought. ro wiſh and zealouſly promote the Repeal of 
this Law. A Law, which whatever was its origi- 
nal Intention, hath in its Application let in like a 
— 2 upon your Church, the Dregs of the hu- 
man Race. A Law, which though at firſt deſigned 
only the more effectually to prevent all Danger to 
the Conſtitution from Papiſis, hath by an unnatural 
Perverſion of it, actually broken down all Diftinc- 
tions eſtabliſhed by divine Authority, betwixt Sacred 
and Profane : Has thruſt Infidels and Profligates 
into the moſt > holy Places of your Temple, and 


brings Deiſts and Debauchees to eat at the Lord's 


Table amongſt the Children of his Houſe. Let 
me sk you, Sir, in the Name of Cnnisr, our 
common Maſter and Judge, doth not this Law, as 


now. enforced, occaſion the molt notorious Proftitu- 


tion of an holy Sacrament. of his Religion? Is not 
its avowed and open Tendency and Uſe, to pervert 
an Inſtitution of our Saviour to Eu, not on 

quite different, but even oppoſite to theſe for which 
He appointed it ? Is it not making THAT a politi- 
cal Inſtrument to divide Chriſtians, which Cuzrsr 
inſtituted as a relgious Inſtrument to coaltſce and 
ante them? Muſt it not be highly. odious and of- 
ſenſive to Almighty -Gop, to ſce an boly. Sacrament, 
which his Wiſdom hath ordained for ſpiritual” only 
and religious Purpoſes, thus proſtituted, perverted, 
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(37) 
ſtrengthen and perpetuate Differences amongſt good 
Chriſtians z and thereby debaſed, not to world 
only ** ſecular, but to much worſe than worldly, 


As to myſelf, Sir, I aſſure you, tho? I think is 
Law. to be a moſt unrighteous Reſtraint upon us, 
and an undoubted Violation of our natural Rights; 
yet I am far from being} perſuaded that its al 
would be of the leaſt Service to our Intereſt as Di/- 
enters. I doubt, and have often thought, that 
there is too much Truth in what you fay—* That 
„ high Truſts, public Offices, and Court- Employments, 
% would be extremely apt to corrupt us, and to make 
« gpractica ! Religion more viſibly decay,” and that it 
would really rather injure than ſtrengthen our In- 
tereſt, I have never therefore, as a Diſſenter, been 
at all ſolicitous for the Repeal. No, Sir, fo far 
ſrom this, that could I allow. myſelf to hate and 
wiſh il} to the Church, I would moſt heartily wiſh 


it -pertinacioufly to hold faſt this ſhameful Corrup- - 


tion. I would wiſh. it, by no means, to give up 
this open Profanation of the Authority. and Name 
of Chriſt ; this Proſtitution and Perverſion of an 


holy Sacrament of his Religion; this Deſtruction 


of all Diſcipline; this open Door for the Reception 


of the moſt Abominable and :Profane to its moſt 


holy Myfleries and Rites : This, if 1 wiſh'd it ill, 
1 would carneſtly wiſh your Church inflexibly to 
continue: not doubting but, if long continued, 
it will ſurely at length bring down upon it the 
heavy Anger of Almighty Gon; the juſt Reſentment 


and the deep Scom and Contempt of all wiſe and 
thinking Menn. bg Nn 

- . Whilſt hi Law continues, Sir, in its preſent 
Application, - yourſelf cannot bur. ſee, that your Di/- 
ciplive muſt neccflarily lie ſcandalouſly profirare, 


ruin'd; relax'd.. "Tis impoſſible you can maintaing © 
hardly the Shadow and Form, much les the * 40 
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1290 
of primitive eocleſiaſtic Govemment. vont 'b 
Suns muſt lie common, vilely trodden under 
Of all Perſoms in the Land therefore, he C Grp 
ſhould be the fi, to labour with all their Mi 
the Repeal of this unbappy Law. N Law, n 
cannot but be ſuppoſed terribly to bear Hard upon, 
and wound the Conſeiences of many of them: and 
which ſub jects them ro. ſo lervie a Proſtitution of 
their Character, as cannot but load it with great Ig. 
fatuy and Reproach. | 
Tou tell mei, “ That y yon will engage, Jo 
af jon fit here, that this Me thall be re ow 
A and our Ineapaeities removed, when we ary lay 
don or Eumiey to the Church, that is im mort 
& to'one' half Part of the Conſtitut ion. For 
Cine ad State here in England are fo ineot- 
porated and united, rhat they have, like the 
« married Pair, the lime Friends and RE: : 
# and ſtand or fall together.“ cannot pretend 
to ſay, Sir, how /mple Jon Dan der you gave 
us this Aſſuramce, but I would to Gop you. were 
able to fund up, and make it good. For, 4; 
1, Are you ſure that the Church is realty” any 
Muna Purt at all, much leſs the Half Part of the 
Britiſh ContfirurioN': Or, that Church and Stare 
are ſo married and thtdWoveri that they muſt ſtand 
tl fall together? Many, Sir, befides N 
Wilhrbiak, that xhis is a very partial and wro 1 
preſentation: of our moſt exceſſent Frame © 
EE vernment.” Let any ane in his = ec: . 
E - the Form of cur 74 Church." 
ns Liturgy, Clergy, Articles, Canom, with rr 


its immenſe Revenues applied in Eaſe of our betvy 
Taxes, and for the * * the puhlie Debts 

and Preachers paid on 9 Contribinitth 
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forward poſſibiy ubs? What! would: the Britifh 
Monarchy be e wap nl Courts of Judica» 
ture be thor up- the Courſe of Law be ſtopp'd=4 
Parliaments no more meet Commerce and Trade 
ſtagnate — becauſe what you call the Church is 1 
more? Romantic and abſurd No: The Frame 
our happy Government, both civil and military, 
might remain the very ſame And you will gi 
me leave to obſerve” on the preſent Occaſion, that 
in one Part of this Kingdom, thoſe who profeſs 
themſelves to be of your Church, as to its external 
Polity and Ceremonies, are almoſt to a Man inve- 
terate avowed. Enemies of our happy civil Conſti- 
tution, and have riſen in an impious Rebellion againſt 
his preſent Majeſty, and joined with Spaniards, French, 
Lalam, and bome-bred Papiſts, in their wicked 
Attempts to ſubyert the Proteftant Religion and 
LE een W 
2. This Deſtruct ion of the Church of England, is 
what we by no Means wiſh. May Gon in merey 


prevent it, by cauſing her 10 ſee, in #his ber Day, 


the Things belonging to her Peace We bear it no 
Enmity z Gon if t Nini. We wiſh it from 
our Souls Glory, Proſperity, Purity, Peace: The 
_ Glory of being form'd according to the per Plan 
of the primitive apoflolic Church": -purp'd' of thoſe 
Things, which yourſelves know to be 0 Parts of 
the Religion of CHRIST! We wiſh to fee it eabliſi d 
upon the carholic and broad © Betfomy, upon which 
alone it can ſtand rm; even the ſcriptural Founda- 
tion of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chrift him- 
ſelf being its only Lawgivcr and Ring: And not 
upon the narrow-Bafis on which it now reſts,” the 
Articles and Canons, the Inſliiatiom and Inventions 
of fallible and weak Men; on which it can never be 
ſtrongly and firmly fixt; which ate all, in the Apo- 
file's Language, Mood, Hay, Stubbe; whoſe End 
is fo be burm! We wiſh, Sir, that as it opens its 
Belem, and admit rhe yileſt Debaychees withour 


gemurring | 


| > , * 
] 5 — 4 * * ak N * 
* * = 1 808 1 
1 1 "FX «6 , 
— 1 y \ „ 7 Ca : - . 
PIO - 4 » Y . - 1 
R order. Ab actin at. | 
4 5 4 W Mb * a. ACS. IE <> l * 2 
en; — p x y 1 ö , 


"ey | = : 
A 0 — * 
* 2 * — r . * " FF: + 
. 's _ tad” by a1 
's of * 


» er \ = 

SY „ 1 * 1 
* nn 2 
ah » TP 


& = on, 
1. FL, * * * 
* oo _" 


(4) 
demurring at their open Violation of Gop's Com- 
mands * it would charitably extend its Arms to 
take us into its Communion, without inſiſting upon 
our Obedience to the Injundt ions and Commands of 
Max! Finally: we wiſh, that what God, in his 
Wiſdom, hath - been pleaſed to leave indifferent ; 
your, Church alſo, in her Wiſdom, would be pleaſed 
to leave the ſame; That you would not attempt to 
end the Inſtitutions of Jesvs Caurisr, : But would 
receive us into your Church upon the fame Terms 
and Qualifications as CnrisT-and bis Apoſtles would 
have received us into theirs ; and as Gop will re- 
ceive us into Heaven at laſt 1 This, Sir, I aſſure 
you, is all the Harm we with the Church: Judge 
then yourlelf, whether we bear it any Enmity z and 
whether you are not now bound. to take from us 
the Incapacities, which you engaged, /imple as you 
ſat there, ſhould on this Condition be removed. 

And you will give me Leave, Sir, to think, and 
to hope, that there are Numbers of your Tar al 


Clergy of the ſame Mind; that it would, not at 
leſſen either the Glory, Stablity, or Proſperity o 
your Qhurch, if its Bounds were thus enlarg'd, to 
admit the moderate Difſenters, who ſincerely defire * 
ſo happy a. Coalition. Its Enemies ſeem to multi- 
ply, and dark Clouds to riſe around it. Popery is 
making dangerous and mighty Inroads on the one 
hand; and Deiſm on the other. There may come 
a Time, as there formerly has been, when the Frame 
of your Church beiog terribly. threatened, we may 
again be conſider'd as no deſpicable Auxiliaries. But 
Af we cannot be ſo happy, as not to be. caſt out and 
rejected by our Brethren; our Conſolation is this, that 
_ Gop jgdgith in the Earth 3 and that he will ſurely, 
at the proper. Seaſon, vindicate and plead the Cauſe of 
the Injureg and Oppreſs d. 2 N 
Hut e return to the Point of Diſcipline, To the 
acknowledg'd Irregularity of Lay - Chancellors in 
your Church, you ould fain' “ put in Balance the 


« Lay» 
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& Lay - Preaching, Lay- praying, and Lay - Qrdina- 


(4) 


& tion allow'd in our Churches k.” To which 1 


. 
* 


reply, that in the Generality of our Churches there is 


no ſuch Thing either allow d, or ever done. Beſides, 


if there were: Did not your own Church ſer us the 


Pattern? In the Rubrick before the general Con- 


feſſion at the Communion, did it not direct? — ben 


ſhall this general Confeſſion be made, in the Name of 


all thoſe that are to receive, either by on or THEM 


or elſe by one or ThE MinisTErRs. How it came 


to be omitted in the hte Editions of the Comthon 
Prayer; whether it is done according to Law, and 
by Authority of Parliament; you, Sir, perhaps can 


« our Conſiſtories and Synods; fitting in them, 
& and having an equal Vote with Paſtors in all Bu- 
« ſine6— jointly with them ſaſpending from the 
& Lord's Table, Cc. |,” This, Sir, is no other 


than the /criptural apoſtolié Plan, The aggriev'd 


erſon is by our Lord, you know, Mat. Xviii. 17. 
directed to lay bis Complaint before THE CHUnck, 
i, e the Congregation of the Faithful; and if the 


| Offender. neglefed to bear THE Cruren (the Con- 


gregation) admoniſhing and reproving him, he was 
then to be conſider'd as an heathen Man and a Pub- 
lian. So the corrupt Member, at Corinth, was to 
be ſolemnly excommunicated. How? Not by any 
particular Perſon, Chancellor or Biſhop ;, bur it 
to be the Act of the whole Church, To the whole 
Body or Congregation of Believets in that City, 
St. Paul gives Directions, That when they were co 
togetber, they ſhould deliver ſuch an one to Satan. 
And, that they ſhould put away from amongſt them- 
ſelves that wicked Perſon, 1 Cor. v. 4, F,.13. which 
communication he afterwards, calls a” Puniſhment 


inflicted by. the Makv, 2 Cor. ii. 6. So in that 


veighty e Luaſion — How far the 


— . 


* Ik Cemil 
134 Wy id. p. 37. 29 


4 
dS 2 F 
þ * 


— : " 4. 2 1 , EX" 4 1 ? F 
» 4 * 10 N 111, 2 3 3, 
l * - 
* 


. 
7 l \ % wh a 4 * 
# n e Wa 


1 
1 n 2 
. a oa 4 
o a th; _—_ . 
1 


* 2 
, m 


As to & Laymen being an eſſential Part of all 


was 


4 . 


4 6 # ) 
N were to ſubmit to 8 Law of Moſes ? The 
ue "and "Brethren ate join'd with the Apoftles in 
**theDecifion and Decter, Ms xv. 23. The Lait) 
 . therefore haye 4 Right to be conſulted, and to judge, 
ö 1 in thefe” important Church Matters, together with 
. thi "Clergy 3. as they do, by their . 
I har 100 call our Confifories, But with | 
Sir,” 2 fing Layman mal is the Abſurdity w ich 
Your. ' feetn willidg to loſe ſight of) I repeat it, a 
be Layman. not only in Distinction from, but in 
42001 Oppoſition to, h Biſbop, and all rhe Church, 
both Cg aud Laity, has Authority to judge and 
determine theſe important Matters; and excommu- 
nicntes, or abſolvxes; ſhuts out, or lets in, according 
0 his /ole Pleaſure. | 
. And here, Sir, let me ſtop a 100i r. and re- 
Y Re the Point in Debate bet wixt out good Dr. Watts 
"ani yourſelf. As forthe Lives of the  Difſenters, 
tho“ Gor kubwt we Have nothing whereof 70 boaſt, 
but a great Deal that calls for Same apd FHumilia- 
mon on this Head 3 yet whether we ate quite / 
deep immets'd in the Delo 155 of ond Inmo- 
7 and Ve, which ſpreads over the Land.— 
W tether the Bl bene, and Oaths, the > ;corth 
Riot, and guilty Exteſſes, which too genetally 
vail, be in Proportion to out Number, found 
rife amongſt us, as atienipit the Members of the 
abi Cberch — mutt be left, and we freely 
leave it, to the impartial” Mir to jud ge bettwixt us. 
And as to /pecial Onrie riot 1 5 ADVAX- 
Aus for - boly ks which you conteſt ſtrenu- 
ouſly. with the Bolt to lie on your Side; what 
Hbath been above obſerveg on. your ſeveral Offices 
tos. Confirmation, ' Abſolution” of the Sick, aud Hut ia 
1 the hy cad, ** Them, I humbly think, to 
haye really 7 in Aspect 5. the oo For 
a ecrous and a ent ency 
Fea 2 Hopes,” 1 55 give them rung 
2 of the Terms of ee. and of En- 
3 Nei 
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trance into Heaven, And of the deplorable . Sts. 
in which your Diſcipline lies (which you acknow=' 
ledge to be of great Moment to the Cas chtten of. 9 
the Church) no Enemy need to with a fedder Rc. 
count than ee have given of it. Upon ide. 
whole therefore, Sir, 1 cannot think, the worthy, 
Doctor to deſerve Cenſure, for attempting to rouxe. 
Difſenters from the. lapguiſhing State of Religion, | 
amongſt chem, by . putting them in mind of tie 
ſuperior Advantages they enjoy d, and of the peu. 
iar Obligations under which they manifeſtly. lay to 
greater Holineſs of Life. 1 
Vou ſeem not a little diſpleaſed m at itz having. 
been urged. as a Reaſon for our Diſſent, „ That 
« your Church has ſhewn a perſecuting Spirit,) 
and with, ſome Emotion ask — '* Did the . butch 
&« perſecuic at any Time its own Members? Ware 
% you or your, Fathers .cyer perſecuted while they 
« cobtinued in the Church? And were they driven 
“ out of it by thoſe Pcrſecutions ?“ 1 confels, Sir, 
ou quite ſurprize me by ſuch Queſtions as rheſe 
7 hat ! are you only a Stranger in Britain; atid 
have never heard. of the bitter Sufferings' of our 
worthy Fathers the PUniraxs? With What Si- 
lencings, Deprivations, Fines, Impriſontpents, at 
lingering and cruel Deaths, for moze" than an Hun- 
dred Years, they were 7 harrals'd" and” op- 
prels'd thy, 000 Church ? Have you never read) 
with a, bleeding Heart, the unrelenting” Rigors 9 
your Arcbbiſhops Parker, Bancroft, Fbitegift, Laud, 
— under the. fir} of whom above. an hundred; un- 
der the: ſecond, above three hundred pious and learn- 
ed Men, not only Members. but Miniſters. of your 
Cy no filenc'd, ſuſpended, admonifh'd, de- 
rived,.. many of them loaded with grievous and 
Feavy Þ ies, and ſhut up in filthy Jails, where they 
0 wly thro' Penury and Want? And what 
were che Crime: which drew this dreadful Storm of epi/- 
de N G 2 e 
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u Lett. III. p. $0, 61. 
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egal Vengeance on them? Nothing but their Scru- 
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pfes abour the Surpice- and the Cap, about Bowing 


at the Name of Jeſus, about Chrifs Deſcent into 


felt, and ſoch like momentous Points, 
Habe you never read, Sir, what Deſolations Laud 
brought upon bur Fathers, whilſt yet in your Church? 
How many Hundreds of them were ſequeſtred, driven 
from their Livings, excommunicated, perſecpted in 
the High-Commiſſion Court, and forced to leave 
the Kingdom for not punttually conforming to all the 
Ceremonies and Rites 3 and nor daring to tell their 
People, that they might Jawfully profane the. Sabbath 
by bob and Sports; and to publiſh” from their 
ulpits the Permiſſion of the Ning to break the Command 
of Gon And yet you ask Mere your Fathers ever 
perſecuted while they continued in the Church 7” “? 
Pray! What waz it peopled the ſavage Defarts of 
North America? Was it not the Thoufend's of perſc- 
cuted and oppreſs'd Families, who fled from iyran- 
ning Brenoys? Who not being ſuffer'd to worſhi 
Quietly in their native Country, as their Conſciences 
directed, ſought a peaceful Retreat from the Rage of 
their Fellow-Cbriftians amongſt more byſpitable Indi- 
ans.-—To omit a thouſand, Acts of Cruelty, 3 
thro” ſeveral ſucceſſive Reigns our Fathers ſuffer' 
not only from, but when actually in, the Church. — 
| Did ſhe not at laſt, in à moſt arbitrary and unrigh- 
teous Manner cf} out at once above t thouſand 
of them, excellent and prone Miniſters, and aban- 
don them, and their ſtarving Families, to great 
Poyerty and Diſtreſs? To beighten that Diſtreſs, 
did not your Church, by another Act, baniſh them 
Fives Miles from any City, Burrough, or Church in 
which they had before ſerved: and thereby put 
them at a proper Diffance from their Acquaintance 
and Friends, who' might miniſter to their Relief? 
Did ſhe not by anotber Act forbid their meeting to 
ip GoD, any where but in your own 1 2 
N 9 under 


* * . * 


Prey co. hungry Informers, and their Families given 


 been"thicker than their | Loins. 


on Account of Religion, for more now than half | 


— 0.” 22) "a : 
under the Penalties of heavy Fines, Impriſonments, 
and Baniſhment to foreign Lands? 

In Canſequepce of theſe cue} Acts, were not 
yaſt Numbers of pious  Clergymen, our PForeſathers 
(once the Glory of your Church) with Multitudes of 
their People, laid in Priſons amongſt Thieves and 
common Male factors, where they ſuffered the 
greateſt Hardſhips, Indignities, Oppreſſions 3 their 
Houſes were rudely rifled, their Goods made a 


up to Beggary and Want. An Estimate was 
<« publiſhed of near eight Thouſand' Proteſtant Diſ- 
« enters, who had periſhed in Priſon in the Reign * 
** only of Charles II. By ſevere Penalties inflicted 
on them, for aſſembling to worſhip Gon, they, 
6e ſuffered in their Trade and Eſtates in he Com- 
6e paſs of a few Years, at leaſt two Milkons; and 
«za Liſt of fxty Thouſand Perſons was taken, who” 7 
had ſuffered on a religious Account, berwixt the -* 3 
7 aten and the Revolution o. —Behold, the 
Groans and the Blood of 'Myriads of ' oppreſſed 
Puritans, which cry beneath the Altar, — 10 
Lord'! Bur'you are deaf to all their Groans.— And 
with Inſenſibility enough ask ere your Fathers 
<< Burt the Presbyterian and Independant Churches 
“have each in their Day of Power, diſcovered as 
* much, and indeed more of that Spirit o.? Too 
much of that | bad Spirit tis acknowledged, they 
have each ſhewn. But ſurely there is no Compari- 
ſen betwixt the Cruelties and Oppreſſions of your 
Church, and of their's. Your itte Finger, bar 


- 


Hut whatever the Church may have been here= 7 
6“ tofore, you affirm; it i not now of a perſecuting 
Spirit: And that there is not the leaft Appear- 
, ance of its having diſquieted und oppreſſed an 


t a 
III. p. 61. 
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p. You had for t, Sir, the 7 
Pm and occafional nol Confarmite Acts, whic * 
fince that Date much 4i/Quicted and 
The T and the Corporation Acrs bad a 0 ed 
your Memory, which at this Time 40 ire us of 
E 
1 u a rs of the Comm 
| we thipk-we have a natural undoubted 
: The. preſent Governors of your Church el 
(Thanks be ta Heaven. for it) arc too wie and too 
righteous, to permit Perſicuton to rage againſt us. 
But to tbrir Clemency and Juſtice, Sir, not to the 
kind and-\beneyolept Spirit and Conſtitution of your 
Church, I hawbly apprehend we owe it, that we 
de ;not:@) th Nie ſeyerely perſecuted and op- 
Preſſed. If che Aer of Unifermiry, which to be ſure 
Jou will en a grand Pillar of your Church, is not 
a very ,untighteous and perſecuting A, yet ſeyetal 
of your-GConons breathe, yo "Hſe „Sir, a very cur» 
ſing and perſecuting Spiru, B e ferner, W 2 
«ever ſfiall declefe or ſpeak Be Thiog i in the 
* rogation dr Depraving of the Book of | ae 
* Praper, ot guy Thing therein contained, or any 
% Parr thereof, he (ball. for- the r, Offence faffer 
60 Impriſomment for one whole Year, without 
& or Mainprize 4 and for the ſecond Offence; be 
& impriſoned pus ius Lite.” Here l affirm nothing, 
but appeal: co che whole World; 1 appeal, Sir, to 
your own'Conſcience, Whether this be or be not 
a0 anjuſl amd a perſecuting. Acg? By the latter, the 
Canons, I any Man ſhall, affirm any of the Things 
contained in the Bock of Articles, Common Prayer, 
or of Ordination, 10 * Y Part ſuperſtitions, c er- 
9 : FOReOKS, or cuntirary 10 the) Seriptares ;" 22 ih 
| yet chere are many Things-acknowledged by 
maoſt learned Divines, and I doubt not, 1 
J. Vi 1, 
a terrible 
E 


| + ſelf to need great Alterations) your IV, V 
* * VIllch * chundet out n 
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Zutommunicatiom ipfe fade d, by which he is tobe 


cut off as a cankered and rotten Member, and not 
to be reſtored; till be hath repented and publickly 
revoked his wicked Errors. Doth not this ſavour, 
Sir, of an antichriſtian and perſecuting Spirit? : 2 
But you ſeem not, with Submiſſion, to have 
yourſelf, a juſt Horror of the dreadſul Sin of Pas- 
ſerutiam, and to be a little too deeply ti with 
this fazaticel Spirit + for you call aloud for © the 
« Cbureh Sword 10 fall upon Hereticks,, as well ras 
„ upon immoral Perſons : And par me in Mind, 
that by that ancient Diſcipline** (which you wih 
to fee reſtored) © open Schrſmaticks were treated "ab 
* moſt as roughly as any Sort of Offenders whar- 
« ſoever 7,” By Heteticks, no doubt you mean, 
thoſe whom vob take to be ſuch + And by een 
Schiſmaticks, thole who are withdrawn from \ your 
Church: Tbeſe you wiſh to ſee roughly handled, and 
to have the Church's Sword dratun upon them. But, 
Gop Almighty be praiſed! We live under ſo juſt a 
Government, as is not, we hope, like to gratify this 
cruel Fiſh. 5 mo ! , , * 5 "> 

Do you not temember, Sir, that the ir Re- 
formitrs were counted Hereticts and open Schiſmaticks, 


or 1602 IS 4 £07 t | 3 

4 Concerning an Excommunication ipſo fate, our late learned 

Primate, Dr, Wake, bas obterved. Firſt, That there is no 

% Need in this Caſe, of any Admonition, as where the Judge is 

* tg give Sentence; but every one is to take Notice of the Lew, 

at his Peril, and to. ſee that he be not overtaken by it, And, 
„ $candly, That there is ho need of any Sentence to be pro- 

* nounced, which the Canon itlelf has paſed; and which is by 

** that Means already promulged upon overy one, at {don as he 

„ comes within the Obligation ot ic, In other Caſes, 32 ao 

* may do Things worthy ol Ceaſure, and yer behave himſelf fo 
 * wagrxily in them as to sſeape the Punifſhmeng of the Church, | 
4 for Want of legal Evidence to-conviff him. But Exc i- 
ent Canonis lignt eriam occults Dilifia.” Where the Cane 
gives Sentence, there is no eſcaping 4 but the Cenſcience t 

very Man becomes es lig ed by it, as oon as ever he is ſenſible, _ 

. ky has done that whicti was forbidden, under the Pain © 
al an Excommunication,” Appeal in Behalf of the King's" # 
\ Supremacy” p. % Ie. III. P. 12, 81. 1 4 
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by the Top Churchmen amongſt whom they lived? 
That Jesus CHRIsA and his Apaflis were Counted 
the very ſame? That our dear Brethren, in France, 
.who are now bleeding under the Church's Swad, 
are moſt confidently zeckoned ſuch, by all the Ru- 
vert and Prieſi there? But is it fit that theſe Here- 
-zicks ſhould be thus roughly, handle Or, is it 
thoſe 'only,, whom you are pleaſed to call by that 
Name, who merit theſe: rovgh Meaſures? , W hen- 
ever, Sir, you ſnall produce your Patent, from 
Heaven, conſtituting you Junge 7 HERTNsv, and 
mall be able autberitatively and. infallibly to pro- 
-nounce whats is, and what is not, to be puniſhed as 
sven, then the Church's Sword will, | hope, be 
put into your Hands. But till hen, Sir, tis much 
Niafir to let t remain Frathed; leſt under the Notion 
= of Hm, zou fall . and roughly, handle, 
\ Men better than yourſelf. This has ever been the 

_ Cale, ſince; the Days of the Apoſtles, when Eccle- 
. Faſticks have preſumed. authoxitstively to draw and 
ule the Church's Sword: 99, 
But you add, *Tis well we can't ſay your 
Church has: ſhewn a dividing. Spirit, and attaal!; 
« fivided- itſelf; by an open Schiſm, from a ſound 
« Part of the Catholic Church; that, indeed, 
“ would have been an unan/werable Reaſon for your 
<« diſſent . Yes, this alſo, Sir, we can ſay, and 
therefore ſtand juſiſed by your own Conceſſion. 
= That miſguided unhappy Prince Charles I. and his 
furious. Primate Laud, began this fatal Schiſm, in 
F Complaifance to the Church of Nome, and actually 

_ divided the Church: of England from a ſound Part 
of the Catholic Church; and the fame */ebiſmarical 
has ever ſince too generally prevailed in it. 
he Datch, Mallon, and French. Churches here 
I Exgland; were'eſtabliſhed by Charters from ſeve- 
as Bal of gur Princes 3” but Lord Clarendon informs us, 
| © The Biſops. growing jealous thet the . 
„„ C204.” enen * ng 
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* ing another Diſcipline of the Church here by 
Cc Order of State, would ar leaſt diminiſh the Re- 
e putation and Dignity of the epiſcopa/ Govern- 
ce ment,“ got them ſuppreſſcd. “ And that this 
« might be {ure to look like more than what was 
« neceſſary to the Eervit, Policy of the Kingdom, 
« whereas in all former Times, the Ambaſſadors 
tc and all foreign Miniſters of State employed from 
« England, into any Parts where the reformed Ro- 
& Jigzon was exerciſed, frequented their Churches, 
C and gave all poſſible Countenance to their Pro- 
« feſſion; the contrary to this was now with great 
& Jnduſiry practiſed, and ſome Advertiſements, if 
& not Inſttuctions, given to the Ambaſſadors there 
& (Le Clerc ſays they were ordered) to forbear any 
ce extraordinary Commerce with Men of that Pro- 
ce feſſion, And Lord Scudamore, the laſt ordinary 
* Ambaſſador there, not only declined going to 
“ Charenton (the Proteflant Church) but furniſhed 
* © his own Chappel with Wax-candles on the Com- 
« munion-table, Sc. And beſides, was careful 
„ to publiſh upon all Occaſions by himſelf, and 
« thoſe who had the neareſt Relation to him, that 
& the Church of ENGLAND looked not upon the Hugo- 
© nots of FRANCE, as a Part of THeIR Commu- 
« NioNg which was likewiſe too much, and too 
„ induſtriouſly diſcourſed at Home *.” Behold 
here, Sir, the Church of England, actually dividing 
itſelt from a ſound Part of the Catholic Church! 
For ſuch furely you will own the brave Proteſtants 
in France, who have born Te/timony to the Faith by 
ſo great and ſo glorious a Fight of Afiidions, and 
ſealed it with Seas of Blood, . 3 
I Would alſo put you in Mind of another Fact, 
that ſeems to have cſcaped your Reading, or Me- 
mory. Upon the Queen of Bohemia's earneſt Solici- 
tation with the King her Brother (Charles I. Anno 
1634), a Collection was 2 throughout , 
| or 


t Clarend, Hiſt, Rebell. Vol, 11, p. 96, 97. 
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ſor the poor perſecuted Miniſters of the Palatinate, 
who were baniſhed their Country for their Religion. 
In the Brief which was granted ſor this Purpoſe, was 
this Clauſe: N boſe Caſes are the more to be deplored, 
berauſe this Exiremity is fallen upon them, for their 
Sincerity and Conſtanry in the true Religion, which 
we together with them profeſs. Archbiſhop Laud 
excepted againſt this Clauſe, and denied that the 
Religion of the Palatine Churches was the. ſame 
with ours, becauſe they were Calviniſts, and their 
Miniſters had not Epiſcopal Ordination. Laud ac- 
quainted the King with his Objections. The Clauſe 
was ordered to be expunged, and the brave un- 
happy Palatines were thus publickly diſowned by 
the Governots of the Church, who in all reaſonable 
Conſtruct ion, muſt be ſuppoſed to know and ſpeak 
its Senſe, and not allowed to be Profeſſors of the 
ſame true Religion u. How unchriſtian and ſchiſ- 
matical this! were, 38 

Of the like Schiſin was it allo guilty, in the Occa- 
fional Confurmity AcT, which took Place in a late 
Reign, For it thereby ron under ſevere Pe- 
nallies, all its Members who had any Places of Pro- 
fit or Truſt, to worſhip or hold Communion with 
any of the foreign Churches, Dutch, French, &c. 
in thoſe Kingdoms, in which its Liturgy was not 
uſed: And ſhould any Miniſter of any of the 
reformed Churches of Scotland, France, Germany, 
Holland, now come into England, would your Church 
receive them as Miniſters, or admit them as /ach, 
to officiate in its public Worſhip ? I preſume you 
know, Str, ſhe would not. But is not this virtu- 
ally renouncing their Communion? Nor, will you 
admit cven the Lay Members of any of theſe fe- 
reign Churches, to your Communion at the Lard's- 
ſupper, except beſides what Cunist. has ordered, 
they will ſubmit alſo to ſome Order and 1n/t;7ufion 
of YOUR'OWN. A B 2 
wy ; | Now 
u Nea/'s Hiſt, Purit. Vol. II. p. 2716 
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Now your great S:illingfleet W hath thus deter- 
mined—“ That which confines, muſt alſo divide the 
6 Church ; for by that Corfinement, a Separation 
ce is made betwixt the Parties confined, and the 
& ther; which Separation muſt be made, by the 
Party /o limiting Chxiſtian Communion.“ Upo 
the whole then, tis molt evident, that your Church 
has ſhewn, and does ſhew, a ſchiſmatical and divid- 
ing Spirit, has actually divided itſelf from ſound 
Parts of the univerſal Church, Tbs therefore you 
will pleaſe to take, as an wnanſwerable Reaſon tor 
our diſſent. | 

You muſt excuſe me, Sir, if I think you treat 
a great deal to ſeverely a worthy Body of Men, 
our Minis TERSz when you repreſent them as 
« Perſons whom the Faithful, far from being per- 
cc mitted to enter into any Paſtoral Relation to them, 
& are not permitted to have any Chriſtian Commu- 
& nion with them; no, not ſo much as any inti- 
mate unneceſſary Acquaintance and Familiarity 
with them in common Life x.“ — And tell me 
They are not duly ordained to their Office; that 
their Adminiſtrations are molt certainly irregular, 
& an unneceſſary and wanton, if not a factious 
% Departure from the primitive Order. And that 
ce therefore I cannot depend, at leaſt with ſo much 
«& Aſſurance, as is requiſite to the Peace and Ac- 
& quieſence of my Mind, that ſuch Ordinances 
“ will be bleſſed ro me y.”—1 have weighed this 
Matter with a good deal of Attention, and upon 
the whole am fully ſatisfied, both from Scriptur 
and Antiquity, that Presbyters have a Right to, 4. 
did from the Apoſtles Times actually ordain. There 
are two Things, amongſt many others, which I 
beg Leave to offer to your Conſideration upon this 
| Point. * a ; 

K RK +: 1. That 


7. Hon. Account, p. 35% * Lett, II. p. 3. „ Lest 
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t. That the Miniſters of the Reformed Churches 
in all foreign Parts, have almoſt all of them, I 
appre hend, no other than Presbyterian Ordination, 
The whole Company of illuſtrious Proteſtant 
Churches of Scotland, France, Holland, Switzerland, 
Germany, Poland, Hungary, Denmark, except per- 
haps Sweden, & c. have none but Presbyterian Or- 
dination amongſt them. For Luther, Calvin, Be- 
za, Melanfton, Bugenhagius, Ic. and all the firſt 
Reformers and Founders of theſe Churches, who or- 
dained Miniſters amongſt them, were themſclves 
Presbyters and no other. And though in ſome of 
theſe Churches, there are Miniſters which are called 
Superintendants, or Biſhops, yer theſe are only primi 
inter Pares 2, the firſt among Equals ;, not pretend- 
ing to any Superiority of OrDper.' Having themſelves 
no other Orders than what either Presbyters gave 
them, or was given them as Presbyters, they can 
conyey 10 other to thole they ordain 2. You are a 
Gentleman of too great Diſcernment ro urge the 
ſtale Pretence, that this is to theſe Churches a Mat- 
ter not of Choice, but of Neceſſity and Force, For 
if they thought epiſcopal” Ordination, I do not ſay 
neceſſary, but even more regular or expedient, could 
they not with the greateſt Eaſe immediately obtain 
it? Would not the Church of England, upon the 
ſeaſt Intimation of their Willingnels to receive it, 
moſt readily ſend them Biſhops to ſupply this De- 
fe&? You know, Sir, too well its charitable Diſ- 
ofition, and even Offers of this kind, in the leaſt 
to ſuſpe& ir. Whatever Cenſures you paſs then 
upon the Orders and Adminiſtrations of the Miniſters 
amongſt s, they equally fall upon all the Reformed 


Churches 


91 . ITT be N 17 | HY 
Account pf Deymark, p. 253. The Daniſh Church 
is bade at this Time SoVetaed'by Biſhops. But they od upon 
Epiſcopacy as only an human Inſtitution ; and the firſt Proteſtant 
Prelajes in that Kingdom, were ordained by Bugenhagins, a meer 
Presbyter ; who by Conſequence, could convey no other than a 
Hresbyterian Ordination to theie Succeſſors ever Fade. See kendorf 
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Hist. Lutherian. Lib. 20. Sect. 1, With Caveat, p. 13. 
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8 throughout the whole Proteſtant World. 
If ours are an unneceſſary and wanton Departure 
from the primitive Order, theirs are the ſame. Now 
it gives me great Pleaſure to ſee myſelf in ſuch a 
Crowd of excellent and good Company, And un- 
leſs you can offer ſomething more demonſirative on 
this Head, than I have ever yet ſeen, my Mind 
will enjoy full Peace as to the Regularity of the 
Miniſtrations on which I attend. Burt, 
2. It ſeems a little ſtrange to hear you glorying 
over us, and conſequently over all the foreign 
Churches, as to this Matter of Oxpers, when theſe 
very OrDEks in which you glory, you acknow- 
ledge to have derived onLyY from the Church of 
Romr. A Church which yourſelves, in your Ho- 
milies, confeſs to be idolatrous and antichriſtian, 
Not only an Harlot, as the Scripture calleth her, 
4 bur alſo a foul, filthy, old, wither'd Harlot; the 
« fouleft and filthieſt that ever was ſeen.— And that 
«az it at preſent is, and hath been for 900 Years, 
« it is ſo far from the Nature of the RUR Charch, 
© that nothing can be more b.“ Vote. Theſe Ho» 
milies every Clergyman publickly declares, and ſub- 
ſcribes with his Hand, that they contain à godly and 
wholeſome Doctrine, fit to be read in Churches by 
Miniſters. 

Now it is oNLy, Sir, from this filthy, wither'd, 
old HarLoT, that you derive, by Ordination, your 
ſpiritual Deſcent, You confeſs yourſelves born of 
her, as to ecclefiaflical Pedigree And the Sons of 
this fouleſt and filthieſt of Harlots, you acknows 
ledge as Brethren, by admitting their Orders as re- 
gular and valid; whereas thoſe of the Proteſtant 
Churches you reject. If a Prie, ordained with all 
the ſuperſtious and idolatrous Rites of this anti- 
chriſtian and falſe Church, comes over to the Church 
of England; you admit him as a BroTHeR, duly 
erdained without obliging him to paſs under bat 

FTI © 5 E \ YL _ Ceremony 

b Vid, Homilies, p. 162, 293. | 
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Ceremony again; But if a Miniſter of the Reforw'd 
Churches joins himſelf to 75 you conſider him as 
zt a Layman, an unordain'd Perſon, and oblige 
him. to receive Orders according to your Form. 
How, Sir, is it poſſible to account for this Proce- 
dure] Can that Church, which is no true Church, 
impart valid and true Orders? Can a filthy old Har- 
tot produce any other than a fpuriaus and corrupt 
Breed? Will you reſt the Validiiy and Regularity of 
your Adminiſtrations on your + receiving the /acer- 
dotal Character from the Biſhops and Popes of the 
Romiſh Church ? Many, if not moſt, of whom, 
Were Men of moſt corrupt and infamous Lives; 


Mixts rns in the Church of Jesus Carisr, that 
they were not ſo much as regular or real MeMpeRrs 
of it at all; and therefore could not poſſibly, duly, 
or . regularly oFFICIATE therein; conſequently, had 
0 Power to communicate or convey Orders or Of- 
fices in the CuRisriAN Church, Whatever Offices 
they conyey'd therefore, are at beſt doubt ful and 
ſuſpicious ; if not abſolutely null, irregular, and 
void. 80 that really your own Orders, it ſtrictly 

examin'd, may miniſter great Doubt and Diſquic- 
rude of Mind. 3 EY Tt | 
. Jf-Charity then were filent z Prudence, methinks, 
ſhould loudly dictate, that you ſpeak. gently as to 
the Authority and Orders of our Miniſters, when you 
know it is in their Power ſo ſtrongly to retort. It 
Was therefore ſurely not wiſe, Sir, as well as ex- 
tremely untind, to ſet them up as Objects of public 


Odiam and Avoidance ; and to admoniſh every 


good Man not to have any intimate or unneceſſary 

. Acquaintauce with them, or Familiarity in common 
Life.“ But——BLtseD, our Lord hath faid, 
are ye, when Men ſhall bats you, and SEPARATE 


you from. their Coupany and CAST OUT Jour . 
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ge in that Day, and lap. for joy; for behold, your 
Reward in Heaven is great e «07 Wl 
© You very ftrenuouſly conteſt what you call © one 
« of the favourite and fundamental Principles of, 
the Diſſention, namely, That every Lay-Chriftian, 
« bas a Right to chuſe his own Paſtor d. A Right ſo 
evidently founded on Reaſon, Scripture, and the un- 
doubted Practice of the primitiye Church, and ſo 
generally acknowledg'd by all the learned of your 
own Communion, that I cannot but a little wonder 
at the Alertnefs with which you make your Attack 
upon it. The Charge given to the Chriſtian People 
—To take beed what they bear —io beware of falſe 
Prophets —not- to believe every Spirit, but to iry the. 

' Spirits —inconteſtibly proves them to have a Right 
of Judgment and of Choice, relating to this Matter: 
And that his Right, which Gopb has. given them, 
it is their Duty. to uſe. IA 

When an Apoſile was to be choſen in the Room 
of Judas the Traitor, the whole Body of the Diſci- 
ples were applied to on that Occaſion, Ads i, who 
APPOINTED by common Suffrage, Two from their 
whole Number to be Candidates for that Office, 
vet. 23. The Election, you ſay, was evidently made 
„ Gop ©.” But was it not as evidently. made 
by zhe People alſo ? If the Choice of oxg from the 
TWo be acknowledg'd to be the Act of Gop ; was 
not the Choice ot theſe Two, from amongſt the 
whole Number, as much the Act of the People? 

The People then were afually concern'd in that 

Choice. The ſeven Deacons, Acts vi. you ſay, 
© were but preſented. or recommended by the Berthren i.“ 
But let the ſacred Story judge— herefore, Bretbren, 
Look YE OUT amorg/t jon, ſeven Men of honeſt Re- 
port: And the Saying pleaſad the' whole, Multitude, + 
and they caosr Stephen and Philip, &c.— Can 
Words be more expreſs ? * 1 , 
18 | 1 
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That Biſbops and Paſtors were choſen. in the an- 
cient Church by the Suffrage of the People, the Evi- 
_ dence is ſo ſtrong, as greatly to try the Countenance 
of the Perſon who diſputes it. Ignatius, if you will 
allow bim genuine, ſays h «iy uh os ErxAucia 
Oe XU exioxory 8 It becomes you as. ihe 
Chitrch of Gop to chusꝝ a Biſhop. Alexander was 
made Biſhop of Jeruſalem, by the Compulſion or 
Cnotce of the Members of that Church, Upon the 
Death of Anterus, Biſhop of Rome, All the People 
met together in the Church to cause, a Succeſſor — 
and they all took Fabianus and placed him in the epiſ- 
copal Chair. So Cornelius, his Succeſſor, was ELECT- 
ED by the' Suffrage of the Clergy and Laity. Cyprian 
often acknowledges he was made Biſhop of Car- 
| thage, Favore Plebius— Populi univerſi Suffragio, &c. 
By the Favour and Vork of all the People b. And 
exprelsly ſays, Plebs maxime habet Poteflatemi, vel 
eligenat dignos Saterdotes, vel indignos recuſandi. The 
chief Power of cavsng worthy Miniſters, and of 
REJECTING the anworthy, belongs to THE PEOPLE, 
I pruduce no further Evidence upon a Point ſo in- 
conteſtible, but the Words of a learned Brother of 
your own, high enough for Church Power, “ That 
«© the People bad Votes in the Choice of Biſhops all 
* muſt grant; and it can be only IGNORANCE and 
„ FoLLy that pleads the contrary i.” | | 
Lou think a Man provides very well for his 
& Soul; who ſubmits himſelf to the Inſtructions, 
„ and devoutly attends all che Adminiſtrations of _ 
c an able and orthodox Miniſter, by whom/cever pro- 
„ vided. And it will be confeſſed, you ſuppoſe, 
te that the Ag, and Biſhips, Lord- Chancellor, No- 
«bility, and Gentry, who are our greater Patrons 
«are more competent Judges of the Abilities and 
«Orthodoxy of Clergymen, and of their Fitneſs, | 
c for particular Stations, than the common Run of 

| « Men, 
g Epiſt. ad Philad. u Vid. Conſtituts and Diſcipline of 
the Primitive Church, p. 46, i Lowth of Church Power. 
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& Men, eſpecially the Yulgark.” But imagine 
ourſelf, Sir, for a Moment on the other Side the 
ater, preaching this wholeſome Doctrine to the 
good Proteſtants in France. If Kings, Biſhops, c. 
have Authority and Right to appoint Paſtors to the 
People, then the People are bound to receive and 
attend the Paſtors they fend. Bur if this be right 
in one Country (I muſt again put you in Mind) tis 
right alſo in another; unleſs one Kingdom can pro- 
duce a Warrant, or Charter from Heaven giving 
it ſuch Authority, which other Kingdoms have not. 
If this Doctrine be Truth in England, "tis Truth 
alſo in Fance. The brave Proteſtants then have 
raſhly and anwarrantably.. withdrawn themſelves 
from the Paſtors, whom their King and Biſhops had 
ſet over them; they. ought to return, and ſubmit 
to their eflabliſhed Guides, and not proudly attempt 
to find. Miniſters more able and orthodox, than thoſe 
their Superiors have ſolemnly deputed to that Truſt. 
Will you ſtand, Sir, ro this Doctrine? If nor, 
you muſt allow every Man a Right to judge for 
himſelf. | Fred 
Jo the common and juſt Plea “ That every 
„ Man has as good Right to chuſe his own Paſtor, 
„ to: whom to commit the Care of his Soul, as to 
& 'chuſe his Lawyer or Phyſician, with whom he 
« intrufts his Body or | Eſtate,” you reply : 
« Phyſicians in many Places are provided by Go- 
« vernors for thoſe who are ſick, as in Chelſea, and 
„other Hoſpitals, whilſt no body dreams of any 
& -Incroachment upon their natural Rights l.“ But 
tell me, Sir, would you not complain, ik -when- 
ever you were fick; you were oBLIGED- fo accept of 
this public Proviſion ; and musT commit pour ſelf to 
the Care of thoſe Gentlemen of the Faculty who 
. officiated in the Hoſpital, ſuppoſing you lived near 
it, whatcver Notion you had of their Fidelity or 
Skill ? Or ſhould a Phyſician be provided, ne 
. 1 une 
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bliſhed 5) Law in each Pariſh of this Kingdom, 
would you not call it an Iufringememt of your natu- 
ral Right, to be obliged to call him in (however ig- 
norant or #ncapable you took him to be) and to 
commit your Health to his Care; eſpecially if there 
was at Hand another, licenſed by Authority, whom 
you thought to have better Judgment, and from 
whoſe Preſeripts you had received frequent and 
ſignal Relief? I am perſuaded in this Cale, you 
would ſtrongly and very juſtly complain of the Re- 
ſtraint. But every Man ſurely, is as capable, and 
has as undoubted a Right ro judge and to chuſe what 


MiIniſter to attend for the Edification of his Soul, 


as what Phyſician to uſe for the Recovery of his 
Health. | : 

Ne, you reply, there is a Difference in the 
«K % Cales; your Paſflors are your Guides and 
« Governors, to whom you owe Subjeftion in ſpiri- 
tual Things: And it is not, I think, quite fo 
4 reaſonable to challenge to yourſelves the chuſing 
« of theſe, as of the other who have no Authority 
% over you m.“ But IT beſeech you, good Sir, 
who Mad them my 'GoveErNors ? ho GAVE 
them this Rule and Authority over me? Does ev 
gay STRIPLING, juſt emancipated from the College, 
that can get (and there are various Mays of getting, 
you know Sir, not fit to be here mentioned) to be 
inducted into a good Living, does he, I ask, thence- 
forward become Governor of all the Souls dwell- 
ing in his Pariſh, to whom they owe SuBJeECTION 


in ſpiritual Things? What, muſt all the learned, 


the 'wiſe, the grave and experienced Perſons refid- 
ing in that Pariſh, conſider the enrobed YouTn as 
- their | ſpiritual Rol ER, veſted with Avtworrry 
over them, in Things "pertaining to Gop, to Con- 
© ſcience, and to Eternity! Yes, be bas AuTrogiTY, 
you ſay, over me, I 'owe him ſpiritual SubjeBion. 
But how far, Sir, docs the Authority of my young 

| Ls RuLER 
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RorlxR extend ? Muſt I believe whatever lie tells 
me, becauſe Ze hath ſaid it; or, o whatever he 
commands me, becauſe He bath injoined- it ; or, 
follow my - ſpiritual Guide wherever Vl ſhall lead 
me, without conſidering, examining, and judgin 
for myſelf, whether the Courſe tends? And if 1 
happen to think he is leading me wrong, mult I 
ſtill obey and ſubmit to my ghofily DrgecroR, and 
truſt God with the Event? Am I to deliver myſelf 
up ENTIRELY, or only. a little, and in Part, to his 
ſacerdotal Authority? And muſt I ſee Things in 
Religion, only and always by the Eyes of my Over- 
ſeer, or ought I not alſo. ſometimes, at leaſt, to fee 
with my own? Will you pleaſe to inform me allo, 
whether as my young GoveRNoR undertakes #0 judge 
for me now, he will alſo undertake 10 be judged for 
me hereafter z and to be damned for me too, it I 
happen to go aſtray, by going as he directs? 
A certain Nobleman, not half a Century ago, got 
his Huntſman inducted into a good Living; and 
from the Care of bis Hounds, advanced him to the 
Prieſthood and to the Cure of Souls. Now from 
the Time of his Inveſtiture with this new Qbaracter 
and Office, he became the Governor and Guis, 
it ſeems, of all the Souls in his Pariſh, and they 
OWED bim ſubjeftion in ſpiritual Things. If a Lock 
then, a Newton, or even his Lordſhip himſelf who 
gave him the Living, had dwelt within its Bounds, 
they ought reverently to regard Him as their /pi- 
ritual Governor and DirecToOR 1 and to - ſubmit 
themſelves to bim, as having Tae Rol over them, 
and watching for their Souls. Bur are theſe Claims 
to be vouched, or is this Doctrine to be preached, 
in this Age of Liberty and Light ? Let them for 
the Honour of CHAISTTAN TTV, be eternally ſup- 
preſſed. —I am forced then to return, Sir, to the 
Point whence I ſer out, and to acknowledge the 
Right which every Man 27 in Things of Religion, 


49 
to call no Man upon Earth Mas rEn, but to examine 
and judge, and chuſe for himſ elt. 
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As to the Manner in which the Choice of our 
Miniſters is conducted, againſt which you except, 
I believe no Elections of any kind, are tranſacted 
with greater Fairne/s and Equity than theſe. ' And 
the Nature of the Thing ſpeaks, that thus it muſt 
be, For ours being Aſſemblies formed only by Con- 
ſent, and ſupported only by voluntary Contribu- 
tions of their Members, any oppreſſive or iniqui- 
rous Management would throw them preſently into 
Confuſion, disband and break them up. To your 
Queſtion bo are the Electors? And to all the 
Objections you raiſe on that Head—l reply, by 
praying you to turn your Eyes, Sir, to a Briti/b 
Parliament, or to an "Engliſh Convocation, and tell 
me, who'are the Electors? And how is the Choice 
conducted? But if both the Parliament and Convo- 
cation, notwithſtanding the enormous Diſpropor- 
tion and Inequality of the Electors, be yet accounted 
and gloried in as the ReprRESENTATIVE of the Na- 
tion; and you compliment your Fellow Britains 
upon their in valuable Privilege in being ruled by 
Laws of their own making, and in paying no Taxes, 
but what tbemſelves by their Repreſentatives, have 
conſented to levy. —Y our Exceptions to our Elections 
will be [preſently withdrawn, and you will ſtill give 
us Leave co glory, as poſſeſſing this ancient un- 
doubted Right of the Chriſtian Church. 
But 'tis Time, Sir, that I now releaſe your Pa- 
tience and Attention, having ſtrained, I fear, both 
to their ' utmoſt Extent. There are many other 
Parts of your Letters as liable ro Remark, as thoſe I 
Have taken Notice of, bur I would not be tedious.— 
1 might have expoſtulated with you largely on your 
reading, as Parts of your public Worſhip, the fabulous 
and gloſs Legends of Bell and the Dragon, of Judith 
and Sufamab ; and above all, the magical Romance of 
reſcuing a fair Virgin from the Bam, 
| * 17 
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ther infernal Lover, and conjuring away the amorous 
Devil Aſmodeus, by the Fumes of a Fiſh's Liver 
Is it for the Honour of the Chriftian Name, think 
you Sir, to have ſuch ſpurious and idle Tales read 
ſolemnly in our Churches (if ſolemnly they can be 
read) and made Parts of our public Worſbip? What 
will an Unbeliever think, when preſent at ſuch Wor- 
ſhip ! When he ſees ſuch Things not only bound up 
with the HoLy ScrieTuREs, but commanded to 
be read as ſuch in the Order of the Common Prayer! 
Will it not heighten his Contempt of the Credulity 
of Believers, and eſtabliſh his Prejudices - againſt the 
Hiſtory, the Miracles, and DoCtrines of CHAOS? 
I might allo have asked you, Sir, to what Ori- 
ental Deiry you pay your Devoirs, when from 
the North, the South, the Feſt, the Worſnippers 
in your Church on certain ſolemn Occaſions, turn 
reverently towards the EasT, and make their pecu- 
liar Honours? To won, Sir, I beſeech you, are 
theſe peculiar Honours paid? Not ſurely to the in- 
menſe, omnipreſent Jemovan ; he is an INFINITE 
Spirit, you know, alike preſent in all Places; nor 
more confined to one Quarter of the Heavens, 
than to another: To repreſent him as being ſo, is 
to diſhonour and offend him, to detratt from the 
Glory of his Immenſity or Omnipreſence, and to give 
Men very falſe and unwerthy Notions of -Gop, 
This worſhipping towards he Ear, is not, I 
think, ordered by any Canon of your Church, which 
is now generally received; but 'tis (it I miſtake 
not) its common and prevailing Practice. I ſhould 
be glad to be informed, for ] aſſure: you, Sir, I am 
quite ignorant, what Shadow of Ground, either from 
Reaſon or Scripture, you can poſſibly pretend, for 
this unaccountable Superſtition, for ſuch you muſt 
allow me at ' preſent to think it. If you ſay, The 
Worſhip is paid toward the: ALTAR, this ſeems to 
make the Matter more inexplicable: ſtill. For what 
i there in the ALTAR, to make it a proper oor 
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62) 
of religious Veneration? Indeed, whilſt the Breaden 
Gop was upon it, the People who believed it to be 
the very Body of Carr, did well to pay their 
Homage to it: Bat now that Inou is taken thence, 
FE cannot for my ,Life perceive, what Shadow of 
Divinity Proteſtants ſee in the ALTar, that they 
ſhould” give it religious Honour s. 
As much, Sir, am I at a Loſs, when endeavour- 
| s to reconcile to Reaſon and good Senſe, another 
of your additional Beauties and Splendors of public 
Worſhip, viz. Bowing at the Name of Jesus. As for 
that Paſſage of the Apoſtle, Philip, ii. 10. That at 
the Name of Jusus every Knee ſhould bot. the learned 
Men of your Church, I preſume, univerſally diſ- 
claim it, as in the leaſt agthorizing or injoining this 
Practice. Your great Dr, Nichols u vindicates your 
Church from ſuch an ancouth and ridiculous Abuſe 
of this Texr, and affirms, that it is not once men- 
tioned in any of your eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, as to 
this Matter; and adds, that you are not so DULL 
4 10 think, that thoſe Words can be rigorouſly ap- 
plied to this Purpoſe. But if this. Text be acknow- 
ledged not in the leaſt to authorize or require this 
Act of | Worſvip, what Shadow of Argument, Sir, 
can you poſſibly bring, either from Reaſon ar Scrip- 
ture, which ſhall ſo much as {ſeem to ſupport it? 
Why then does your Church command (Canon 
XVII.) that 'when in Time of divine Service the 
oRD Jesus ſball be mentioned, duly and lowly Re- 
werence ſhall be done by all Perſons ' preſent ? Is not 
this, Sir, hy your own Confeſſion, an Act of Will 
Morſpip, a Commandment, an Invention of Men, not 
+5 leaſt founded upon the Authority and Will 
of Gop ! Y 2 125.5 
But why, Sir, muſt this lowly Reverence be made 
det the Name of Jesus, and not at the Name of 
Curr, at the Name Imwanvert, JLHOVAH, 
or GOD ? Is there not in al] theſe, ſomething at leaſt as 
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venerable and wotthy of peculiar Honours 3 indeed 
ſomething much more fo, than there is in the Name 
of Jesvsz a Name not at all peculiar to our bleſſed 
Saviour, but which was common to him with a great 
many.other Men ? But if this peculiar Reverence 
muſt be made at the Name of Jesus, why not at 
all Times whenever cis mgntioned, at leaſt in pub» 
hc Worſhip ? Why in the Creed only, which is but 
a human Compoſition, and not every Time 'tis read 
from the Goſpels and Epiſtles, which were indited 
by the Hol v Gnrosr ? But I preſs no further 4 
Point, which I believe few of your own Church 
think capable of a rational and ſolid Defence. — 

I have now finiſhed my Reply, Sir, to he Let- 
ters with which you have publickly honoured me, 
and have with Freedom ſet before you, the chief 
Difficulties and Objections which keep me in a State 
of Separation from your Church. If by calm and 
fair Argument, you can ſhew my Objections to be 
futilious and weak, I ſhall with Pleaſure become 
your Convert, and readily obey the Calls of worldly 
Intereſt and Honour. 7 OG 58 

But as you, Sir, have the Dignities, Emoluments, 
and Porvers of this World on your Side, you mult 
give us Leave to think, at leaſt till we are better 
taught, that we have TRUTH on our's. 
TRUTH, which is cxrarT, and will finally 
prevail. Nor am 1, Sir, without Hope, that, 
upon an impartial Review of the Merits of the 
Cauſe betwixt us, omnipotent TRUTH may even 
bend your Mind towards us; and diſpoſe you, like 
one who has ſince had the Honour of being called 
the great Apoſile, to join yourſelf to thoſe you once 

cenſured and deſpiſed. _ ee e 

What though we have not the Honours and Pro- 
fits of this World to draw you to our Communion, 
are we ever the Je like to be the genuine Apoſiolie 

"Church of a crucified, deſpiſed, infulred J ES US 
for this? Hath he not expreſly told us, that His 
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Kingdom it not of this Warld®.—Thit whodutr wilt 
tome after bim, muſt deny himſelf,” and take up his 
F. Croſs p. — That t many mighty and noble are 
called 4? Are not the Witneſſes io TRUTH, 7 
Prophecy, cloathed in Sackcloth e, till the promiſed 
Times of Refreſhing come from the Appearance of 
CurisT ? Is not the punk Apoſtolic Church, the 

true Spouſe af Chnisr, repreſented in the Revela- 

tion as a Woman driven into the Wilderneſs 5, i. e. in 

an afflicted and forſaken State; whilſt the corrupt 

and antichriſtian Chureh (the apoſtate Church of 
Rome) is carreſſed and enriched by the Kings of the 
Earth", glittering in all the Pomp and Splendor of 
this World, wantoning in Luxury, Power, and 
Wealth? Does TRUTH need the Charms of 
earthly Grandeur to recommend it, or the Force of 
civil Power to ſpread or to eſtabliſh it? Was it thus 
the bleſſed Gos pg. was at firſt propagated, made 
tits Way, and prevailed over all the Earth? No, 
E worldly Grandeur and Power have generally, you 
well know, Sir, if not evermore, been extremely 
injuricus to it ; have cnervated, obſtructed, under 
Pretence of improving, have greatly corrupted 
and depraved it, and have robbed it of its native 
Beauty, and Glory, and Strength. l 
High Dignities and Preferments, Mitres and 
Thrones, Lordſhips and large Revenues, have a 
mighty Force, you will own Sir, to bia/s and per- 
vert the Mind, in its Searches after TRUTH. 
Theſe are not be Means which the Gop of 
TRUTH uſes, to d/aw the Mind to it; but 
you krow they are the Means, which the great 
NEMY is wont to uſe, to ſeduce the Mind from it. 
*Tis therefore, I apprehend, Sir, no Preſumption 
at all in Favour of uny Church, that it ſhines with 
all the Glory of worldly Honours and Wealth, 
This the prophetic Scriptures very clearly deſcribe. 
* 4 * * * 25 


oba xviii, 36. p Matt, wl. 44 4 1 Cor. i. 46. 
i 1 Rev, | i, 3s $s Ibid, xii 14. ä 0 Ibid, XVu. 4 5132-17. 
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as the State of the falſe Church, whillt the true 
Church of Jasus CuRisr, his genuine and faighful 
Followers, ate to be a little, deſpiſed Flock A Fett 
every where ſpoken againſt + In the World it is 70 
bave Tribulatibn, till the expected Bappy Peribd; 
when it ſhall be the FaTnzR's good Pleaſure to give 
them Tae Kincpom. „ 00,30 

Let not then the bw Eſtate of our Intereſt, as to 


the preſent World, at all frighten or diſcourage you, 
Sir, from caſting in your Lot amongſt us. The © 


World paſſeth away, and all its Glories and Pomp 
will ſoon vaniſh like a Dream before rhe deſcending 
Son of Gop, whom we ſtedfaſtly expect. And then 
to be found faithful ; and to have ſtuck with an- 
ſbaten LoyaLTy to the oN Lawgiver, Lotd, 
and King of the Church.—To have denied ourſelves 
any worldly Honours, Prefermentg or Profits out 
of Conſcience towards Hm, —To have been /epa- 
rated from Mens Company, caſt out and teproach'd, 
becauſe we would not make a Sacrifice of our Vir- 
tue and Integrity to the Applauſe of the Many, or 
the Favour of the Great. — Will yield divine Com- 
fort, and procure immortal Honours in the everlaſting 
Kingdom of Gob. Pardon me, Sir, if I am here 
acting a little our of Character, and ſeem to invade 
our Office: For I am extremely ambitious of en- 
gaging ſo ingenious a Gentleman amongſt us. 
Theſe, Sir, are the Proſpects with which Diſſen- 


ters ſuppott themſelves under all their Diſadvantages 


with regard to the preſent World, They remember 
waosse Diſciples and Followers they are wn it if 
that hath ſaid, 1n vain do they worſhip me, teachs 
ing for Doctrine the ComManDmENTs” or MEN.— 
Wo hath ſtrictly charg'd them te call xo Man 
upon Earth Master, becauſe ONE only is their 
MasSTER, even CHRIST. And, finally, Wo if is 


that hath promiſed, that if any Man ſhall forſake . 
Houſe, or Brethren, or _ or Childten., or 5 ; 
oY * has A | : Fa tt. J. 4 of 
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+ com. conch.” Sir, ha. eG vg very 
be 215 at the 7 bet wixt 
uy degepds ag and entirely upon the Deciſion 
this /ingle Point. — Is there am » OTHER Lau- 
Aver or King ip the Church of Gop, to whoſe Auibo- 
rit and Command, as to Things of 1 Caris5- 
ans are bound. to ſubmit, BESI Jr sus 
ber Or is there 75 ?—IF there be no other 
ver beſides - Jap 8 10 „ King, 
gy e 19 tp wh ſe Decrees in Point of Doc- 
—— to, hoſe 1 in Point of Worſhip, 

CaRISTIANS, ate obliged, and ought to ſubmit : 
then the Dis5ENT! RS, in every een Judg- 
ment, will be, muſt be ju/tified: then * &y act 
tight s then They ought. ro, be commenged, and will 
ſurely * 972 rewarded, for adhering loyally 84 firmly | 
to the, ONE. only. King wh Lonp of the Church : 
And, for taithlully, 2 7 ing the Claims of ary 
OTHER - Power ;, r Refuſing Obedience to the 
e e an gruen Lawgiver ; and the De- 
ciſions 10 0 runs Judge; who hath made other 
te. * Sch _ her Terms of Communion, other 
Rites of and Ano thoſe. which 
mis) t I - * 


Fon ro, illuſtrate the Cale If any foreign. Prince 
hall. pretend to, 1955 e Laws, and 1 Rules 
of, Action to the People of . theſe Realms, and ſhall 
exact, Obedience to his Injunctions from the Subjetcis 
of. King .Geor6E3.1\a5k, docs, not your Allegiance 
to. thy, Your. nter Sovereign, . and. oblige 
yu to make your Proteſt againſt, any, ſuch Laws, 
< Ci refuſe your Obedience to, them? But is not 
Church 4 [let in which, CHRIST. aroxs 
25 9 — MYC 


.as theſe. Realmy, are the D 
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up in the Church, and 
claim 
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claim Authority and Dominion ovet the Conſeiches 
of Carist's Subjects; Authority as to Things, 
Faith; to dectee what He hath Hor deeretd ; fi 
Dominion as to Thing of Yorfſhip, to appomt (Rites 
and Inſtitutiom which He bath not àPPO ed; 1 
ask you, Sir, does not your Allegiantt td Cn, 
yowoNnLy Sovereign, nir and obige you to en- 
ter your Proteſt dgiinſt ſuch Wirp'd Huibority, ind 
to refuſe your Obedience to it?; 

This, Sir, 1 repeat it, becauſe I earneſtly intteat 
your peeuliar Attention to it, is the em and 
important Point upon which the Ooftroyetſy be- 
t wirt us entirely turns. If you cun prove, that 
there is axorter Lawpiver, anotntr Judge; as 
orHer King in the Church, eh,ν,P Jesus Curisr, 
to whoſe Authority we are to ſubmit in Things bf 
Religion; and that the Xing and Parliament of theſe 
Realms are this La togiver, and this Judge; you will 
then at oner gain your Point; and by that jingle 
Blow you will entirely overthrew the Mieming In- 
tereſt and Churches, We will immediately become 
your Converts; and flock into the Bfabliſh'd Chitrch. 
Hut if you cannot prove this Point 5 you then 
yield the Cauſe to us; you then, in effect, own us 
7uſlified before the World; and you'leave us to in- 
dulge the rational and 'reviving Hope of being ac- 
| knowledg'd by our grear Lawoilvery at his Re- 
turn info the World; as his loyal and obedient Sub- 
Bus of being advanced to prevliar Honourfs and 
Jignities in his Kingdem; af we hive here ſuffet'd 
on Aeceunt of out Baty and Allegiance to him; Anti 
of rebeiving from our Jones, before Angels and 
Men; that Sentence of Applauſe Hell one,” 6605 
and FAITHFUL « Servants, enter 3% ino tht" Foy -of 
your LoRD. 3 

T have only to add, Sir, that this Principle. 
That CarisT is the only Lawgiver and King in 
his Church; and that 'nd Man, no Body of Men 
upon Earth, have any N to make Law, 
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aA to reſerihe e Religion, which ſhall obli 
nſciences of his Subjects; is the grand, 1 5 
— Principle, apo which the Untrr, the Pu- 
RITY, and the Peace of the Chrifign Cburch can 
poſſible ſubſiſt. Take away bit, and you let in 
endleſs Diſcords and Corruptions into it: Vou ſplit 
it into Parties: | You make CrnrisTIAINTY one 
Thing, in one Country z a quite different, in an- 
other, In England you make it wear an Epiſcopal 
Form: In. Scotland, a Presbyterias : In France, a 
Popiſh: In Denmark, a Lutberen; In Pruſſia, a 
Calvinift ; In Ruſſia, a Grecian, &c. But ought 
theſe Things to be ſo ?. Is Cual r divided ? ls this 
_ the, Upiry of his one beautiful, well-compatted 
Bech ' Can theſe be all genuine apoſtolic Curus- 
TIANITY ?—Rather,..are either of them ſo? When 
the Powers of this World take upon them awutbort- 
lat ive to interpret and preſeribe in Things of Re · 
kel which are Cha r's Kingdom and Province, 
they act beyond their N They invade the 
| ** of another Prince: The certain Conſequence 
of which is Confuſionz, Separations ; the Unity of 
tbe Church is broken, the Rights of Chriſtians violat- 
ed, a Gate open'd for innumerable Superſtitions and 
Inyentions to enter, and mingle with the pure Doc- 
trines of Cunur ; and hence neceſſarily flow Schiſms, 
Emulations, Contentions, and every evil Work; — 
I beſeech you, Sir, by the Mercies of Gop z and 
| for the Honour of Chinsriaxirv; and by the Alle- 
giauce, you owe your o. Lewgiver Jusus Cnnhr, 
to weigh thbeſe Things in an impartial and unbiaſs d 
. Miad. May his Spirit af TruzH judge betwixt us 
upon the Point, and teach us his e Ti "yy lu: 


fluence l commend you, Sir, and am, 
ene With weat Sincrity alt 
a 588 


G 70 ben oa Tour very Hunbi Servant, | I 
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Containing Remarks on the Defence of 7} 
9. Jour Three Letters. | 4 


Jl 


HE above Letter being ſent to the \Preſs 
before your Defence, &c. was advertiſed 3 its 
Publication was ſtaid, till I had ſeen what Occaſion 
it might give, either to retract or ſupport what 
was offer'd in my int Leiter. Vou ſeem moved 
at its pretending to be an Anſwer to your three 
Letters, when ſo. ſmall a Part of them is conſider'd 
therein: And with Airs quite ſuitable to the Cauſe 
you are pleading, eccleſiaſtical Authority, give me to 
underſtand, that your taking any notice of this Per- 
formance is to be conſider'd as a Condeſcenſion to 
which you were not obliged, and which I had no 
Right to expect ftom you. But, Now recollect 3 
What was the avow'd Deſign and Puzport of your 
Letters? Was it not to refute the. great and popu- 
lar Objections of the Diſſenters, and t0 bring me over 
to your Church ? But upon reading your Letters, ⁵ 
found you had ſcarce touch'd upon the - principal. 3 
Ohection which kept me from your Church. Was 
it not then my Part to ſtate the Objection to you, 
and ſet it in its full Light? As una d, you had 
taken on you to be my Inſtructor in this Affair 
had I not a Right to lay my Difficulty before u 
and to demand your Solution of it? What, muſt 
I confine myſelf to the Pleas which you had ſeen fit to 
cook up for the Diſſenters; and if I props to offer; 
others, will you magiſterially call them Ramblings, Þ 
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in which are not obliged to follow? V 
Here therefore I now put in my Claim, Sir, and 
give you to under ſtand, that I expect your plain and 
full Anſwer to the /#vtral Objefions againſt your 
" efabliſÞ'd* Forms "preſented in the above Letter: 
me of which, tho' you knew them to be of great 
Weight with Diflenters, you dexterouſly ' avoided 
bringiag into the Debate. To this you are moſt 
clearly and  indiſpetifibly "obliged by the Province 
have taken on you. If there be any Parts of the 
Liturgy indefenſible and abſurd, this (1.) condemns 
 folemily ſubſerbe . an Conſent 
10 ALY and Every THinG contained in and preſtribed 
by the Book of Comm Prayer, &c. And, (2.) it 
Juſti6es the Styan ation, by ptovitg it a ſevere 
and cruel” Thing” to caſt out Oo, 2680 of our 
Miniſters) from the Chiirch for not dechring and 
ſubſeribive” this aneignen Aſent aud Conſent, RC; 
which began the Separation, . 
This being premiſed, we come to the Point of 
Church Authority, upon whieh the Controverſy tut is. 
Here I obſerve, with pfeaſure; that you are for mu- 
Hlating yout XX Article, ridding” your Hands of 
oe Putt; and holding "orily to the other.“ The 
0 Chureb's Ailthority in Matters of Faith on bave 
ming, you ſay, 0 do with a. —But this, you 
- - know, your” Church elaitms as much as a Power A 

male resis; ind againſt this Part of its Clai! 
Fay much excepred'# paint the other. When you 


3 declire' therefore god Have nothing 10 do with it, you 


Mean, if 1 take you' right, 


on Will not pretend to 


| + undertake its Defenes; Thi to be ſtire''s wiſe: No 


Mart upon Earth being able to defend it. But then, 
is it not extretbeſy hard that your” Church ſhould 
Rill' flexibly mikinirain its Claim to Fhis Aurbority - 
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Should force its Clergy to lubleribe and mat: 4 
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this Claim; ang. keep Diffen;ers ſtom a Share in 
thoſe Emoluments, “ after which, yu fay, ' they 
« languiſh,” partly for refuſing their folemn Sub» 
ſcription to ſo unreaſonable a Claim ? "944-10 

« By the Church's Power to decree Rites and ® 
“ Ceremonics, is meant, a Right in the Paſtors and 
“ Governors thereof, to ordain and appoint ſuch 3 
“ Things, ſo as to make it, ordinarily, the Duty f 
© the People to conform themſelves to them b.“ 
You have artfully declined to ſay, whom you un- 
derſtand by its Paſtors and Governorsz but from 
other Paſſages e it. is evident you mean the - Biſhops 
and Clergy ; for the Civil Magiſtrate, you declare, 
has no ſuch Power at all d. NW. 
1. That the Clergy have no Power nor Authority 
at all of this kind over the Lawy, I A's 8 
all doubt from the expreſs Command of our great 
Lawgiver.—Call. no. Man upon Earth Mastes 
ONE. is your MagsteR, even CHRIST, and. a 
ye are Brethren e. The, Princes of the Gentiles . 
ciſe Dominion and Authority over them, but it SSGALL 
Nor BRH $0 amongſt you f, What have you. ſaid in 
Anſwer to theſe Texts? Not a ſingle Word. You 
leave them to ſtand in full Force againſt you: And 
without, one Text of Scripture to fupport this Au- 
thority of the Clergy. over the Laity, you go on to 
reat it as a Thing indiſputable and allow'd: And 
libout hard. in raiſing a pompous. Structure upon 
the Sand, What you ſay as to the K1/5 of Charity, 
has, been conſider'd above, p 29.. Should even. his 
be allow'd to be a merely ecolefraſtical ˖ and prudential 
Iuſtitution, it will by no means eſtabliſh rhe. be- 
rity you claim for your Paſtors and Governors z the 
Orders, Degrees, and Appointments of thaſe Times 
being by the , common Copſent and Suffrage of the 
whole Church; in which the Lait; had an equal, if 
— a far greater, Share of Authority chan the Clergy 8, 


. b Def; p. 10 Len. II. p. 14, 4 Def, p. 18. M 
ü l 8, 1 f Mati #8, 25, © 8 Vid, Exams of he Gedew, y; 239, | 
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| © Congregation of faitbful Men where the 


A ful then that this Power of decreei 


- | ©. Wh. Fw 
2. Your lodging this Power in the Paſtors. and 
po tely contradicts the Articles. them- 
ſelves. For as the XX® Arr, claims it for he Church: 
So the immediately preceding Art. (XIX.) cxprefly 
defiges What it means by THE Cavrcn, . vz. 4 
pure "Word of 
Cod is preach'd, "Tis to the whole Body of the Faith- 
owe! %g Ceremonics, if 
any ſuch there be, belongs: How then do you pre- 
fume, Sir, to wreſt it from them, and to veſt it 
folely in the Clergy? And, 8 2 
3. When you add, that to this Right of the Paſ- 
ors to detree Ceremonies, it is the Peoples Duty, or- 
. DINARILY, to conform themſelves : The Word, or- 
dinarily, ſeems thrown_in as a Miſt to darken the 
Point; a ſeaſonable Salvo to which to retreat when 
you feel yourſelf puſn'd. What mean you, Sir, 
y ordinarily * How ſhall the People know - when 


* ; It- is, and toben it is not, their Duty to ſubmit to 


these Injunctions of their ſpiritual Governors? Are 
the People. themſelves ro judge, always to judge, 
of the. Fitneſs and Expedience of the injoin'd Cere- 
wonies; or are they not? If they are not, then 


they are abholutely to reſign themſelves to the Direc- 
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tion of their Governorsz which is palpable- and 
grols Popery, and leads directly to Rome. But if 
they are, then the Babel of Church-Authority is at 
once over-thrown: For then the Authority reſides 
no longer in the Decrees of the Governors, but in 
the Fudement of the People. Tis the Judgment 
they form of them, which alone makes them bind- 
ing upon them or not, Of their Number, whether 
they are too many; and of their Nature, whether 
they are ſuperſtitious, foppiſh, and vain, you ſeem 
ſometimes to allow, .the People are to judge: But 
if they have a Right 70 judge, they have a Right 
alſo o ac in Conſequence of that Judgment; and 
to withdraw from thoſe Churches where ſuch Ceres 
wovics are injointd as f 7bint Soppiſh and vain 
BL 
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CN a as 
amd to joip themſelves to others, where they think ili 
Worſhip of Gop perform'd in a more fcriptural and 
proper Manner, So then, the folemn Parade of 
Church- Authority turns out a mere Shadow, Tis 
an Authority to command, which no one is under 
Obligation to obey. This Power of making Ceremes 
nies muſt be either limited or unlimited: If it be 
not unlimited (which you ſeem to difavow) Pray ! what 
is it limits it ? M bat preſcribes its bounds ven which 
it ſhall not paſs? If the Church has Power to or» 
dam fiir Ceremonies, why not ten? And if ten; 
why not more? Who ſhall pretend to fay how far 
it way go? ©. 0 . 
Your Illuſtration © as #6 the King's Injunftians,” 
&c. h will not reach the Caſe ; becauſe the Conſti- 
tution and Laws of England empowers the King to 
make ſuch Injunctions: But you have not yet prov- 
ed, and I preſume never will prove, that the Con- 
ſtitution of the Chriſtian Church empowers its Pal 
tois to decree Ceremonies and Rites, r 
Lou ask “ Where does the Church pretend 
« to be alone the proper Judge, or where diſallow 
e private Chriſtians to judge for themſelves: in theſe 
& Matters? I will tell you, Sir, in its XXIV. 
Article, which decrees, that whoſoever thro bis 
PrivaTE JUDGMENT, willingly and purpoſely dor 
openly break the Traditions and Ceremonies of the 
Church, whith be not repugnant to the Ned of Gow, 
and be ordain'd by common Authority, ought io be re- 
buked openly (that others may fear 10 do the like) as 
he that | offenaeth again} the: common Order of be 
Charch, and burieth the AUurHORIr Y of the Maei- 
STRATE, Private Judgment, you fec, is here for- 
bid to oppoſe rhe common Order of the Church, and 
the Authority of the Magiſtrate; and when it pre- 
ſumes ſo to dog is to be cenſured and puniſhed, - 
for it. ' ie r 
I pef. p. 14. 2 I. 4s 
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« The Church of France, and the Church of 
&. Nome, you eo WORE: to be as much. poſſeſſed 
« of this Power as the Church of Exgland But it 
«: does not follow that becauſe they have a Power 
4 to decree Nites, that they may therefore decree 
„ Fopperies and Super ſlitiuns k. — But by what Mark, 

I pray, do you dittinguiſh betwixt Rzes and Fo 
periesz, betwixt Ceremonies and Superſtitions ?. The 
Conſeerating of Ground in the Church of England is 
i Rite, but the Conſecrating of Water in the Church 
of France is a Foppery.— The Prieſl's ſigning the 
baptiſed Infant with the Sign of the Crofs, in Token 
that ir ſhall confeſs a crucified Chriſt, is a ſignifi- 
cant Rite: But his putting his Finger into its Ear, in 
Token chat it ſhall hear the Word of Gop ; or Salt 
v pon its Tongue, in Token that its Speech ſhall be 
fſeaſon'd wich Salt, are intollerable Fopperies. The 
Bowings to the Altar, bowing at the Name of Je- 
- ſus, Kneeling at the Communion, Sponſors, Sur- 
plice, Hoods, Lawn Sleeves, and every thing of 
this kind,aſed in the Church of England, are edify- 
ing and decent Ceremonies, F clear Signification 
« "aud indiſputable Uſe':”” But the Slippers and 
Staff, Knocking on the Breaſt, Elevations, Croſ- 
ſings, Gefticulations, Sprinklings with holy Water, 
(9c. praftiſed in; the Church of Rome, are ridiculous 
” *Superſtirions, How happy to have Governors thus 
3 9 ten able to diſtinguiſh betwixt Things 

1 wer : 3 


„ My Suggeſtion, that by the mere Conceſſions 
of your XX* Article Thouſands of Proſelytes 
+ *& haye been gain'd from you to the Church of 
Nome, is raſh, you ſay, and groundleſs: Nor 
+ do you believe 1 can name one who was ever 
' «opain'd by it m.“ — 1 will give you two Inſtances 
amo equal to a thoufand. The „irt ſhall be the 
E - Yenowned Obillingtworth, who was gain'd to the 
Church of Rome, chiefly by this Argument, * | 


* Def,” p. 11, IP. u. 4 mP, 1% 
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e 
The Neceſſity of an infallible living Judge of Contro- 
ver ſies n: Which is but a different Expreſſion. ſor 
the Authority of the Chutch in Matters of Faith. 
Now if this Argument was ſo plauſible as to vans 
quiſh, and lead captive ſo great a Maſter of Reaſon, 
Multitudes of weaker Minds have, no doubt, fallen. 
by irs Force. The other ſhall be King James II, 


of whom Biſhop Burner ſays, he gave me this Ac-.. 


count of the Charge of bis Religion.——<* All due, 
Care was taken to form him to a ſtrict Adhe- 
& rerice to the Church: Amongſt other Things 
„ much was ſaid of the AutaorITyY. of the Church, 
« and of the Tradition from the Apoſtles in ſup- 

port of Epiſcopacy. So when he came to obſerve 
that there was more Reaſon to ſabmit to the Cas: 
tholic Church, than to one particular Church; and. 
that other Traditions might be taken on her 
Word, as well as Epiſcopacy was received amongſt 


us, he thought the Step was not great, but that 
cc 


this ſame Church Authority : And how capable of 
being uſed to the infinite Prejudice of the Proteſ- 
tant Cauſe?” © be, a rf 
% Bur granting this Authority of the Church, 
& (i. e. of its Paſtors and Governors, its Biſhops 
* and Clergy) How, you ask, would our Refors, 
« mation be_overthrown by it; which was nat cars 
„ ried on in Oppoſition to Authority, but with the 
« Concurrence of all the Authority in the Nation pe??? 
Strange, Sir, you "ſhould ſo ſoon forget! Did not 
I remember you that the Reformation under Queen 
Elizabeth, and the prefent Forms of Worſhip. pre- 
| ſcribed in the Common Prayer, were ſtrongly o 
poſed by every Biſhop in the Kingdom; and the 


Convocation then firting, were fo far from having” 


any hand in it, that t 7 preſented to the , Patlias 
* 5 | 2 ment 
n Vid, Liſe of Chillingworth, p. 7. o Burnet's Hiſt, of 


+4 hos adhd 


it was very reaſonable to go over to ihe Church. 
of Rome o. See how dangerous a Webpon- is 


þis ome Times, ORay, Edit, Vol. I. p. 1% f Det. p. 15 
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ment ſeveral Propoſitions in favour of Popery, di- 


rectly contrary to the Proceedings of the Parliament ? 
The Civil Mapifirate, you affirm, bas no Power at 
all, nor Authority in theſe Matters q. They are the 
Paſtors and Governors of the Church, in whom alone 
it is lodged. But behold, theſe Paſtors and Go- 


vernors were zealous for. the old Religion! They 


argued, voted, petitioned ſtrenuouſiy for it, and 
apainſt the Reformation. The Reformation then, 
upon your Principles, is built upon a wrong Bot- 
tom: Was carried on, not in Concurrence with, 
but in'avow'd Oppoſition to, all the Authority of 
rhe Nation. How juſtly might I here return your 
oon ungenerous Compliment, It was great Raſb- 
neſs (ioo great in Conſcience) if indeed it was not 
Txtacitry and PLaying Booty, 1 ſet the Pro- 
team Cauſe upon ſo ſandy a Foundation r. Your 


Principles; if digeſted into proper Form, will ſtand 


thus. The Church hath Power and Authority 
« to "Heave Ceremonies and Rites : But by be 


. Churibp"obſerve, T underſtand, not the King and 
.<:/P#lkment, not the Civil Magiſtrate, who have 


the © Biſbops only and Clergy, who are appointed 


„ and called of Gop to be e Paffors and Gover- 


%, gore But remember, Countrymen, the 
Common Prayer, and Porms of Worſhip now 


«eſtabliſhed and uſed amengſt you, were intro- 
«duced into this Church, not by the {utbority, no, 
6“ nor yet by the © Conſent of the Paſtors and Go- 
e vernors whom Gon had ſet over it, but in direct 
© Oppoſition to them. It was a Change brought about 


entirely by the Civ/}-Magiftrate, who had no Au- 


4 , 
Y 4 F - 4 
WY 

3 * * 
Y G = 

* . 2 


& thority to effect it. Ix was therefore really no 
other than an eccleſiaſtical Rebellion, an unjuſti- 
&fiable Revolt from the only tigheful Rulers and 
Gopernots of the Church in its ſpiritual Con- 
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This, Sir, I 2 4 he hin. Pente 
This, Sir, I apprehend, is che plain 
of your Principles ; though I know you have been 


ſo wiſe as to contradift them again, by allowing, « 


&« that if Church Governors will not come into ſuch 
&« Reformation, as is according 10 Gop's Word, bur 
„ obftinately perſevere in maintaining their finful Er- 
4% rors and Gorruptions, the People may reform thems- 
$ ſelves 5,” — But this Conce/ton overthrows your 


whole Scheme of Church Authority, makes The | 


Prop the ſupreme and ultimate Judges, as to 
Points of Faith and Rites of Worſhip z brings 
down the Decrees of the moſt numerous and moſt 
holy Councils, Conyocations, and Synods, to ſtand 


at the Bar of every Man's private Judgment; and 


veſts bim with Authority to receive or reject them, 


a8 to himſelf ſhall ſeem fir. So powerful is Truth, 


which will prevail! Ser 
But your Poſitions as to the Civil Magiſtrate, de- 
ſerve a; more diſtinẽt and accurate Conſideration. 
He has no Power at all to decree Rat in divine 
0 Worſhip .— This Power is not in th King and 
5 Parliament, for in this very Article (XX) Which, 
together with the reſt, is confirmed by of 
&* Parliament (13 Eliz. c. 12.) and thereby 
&« Part of our ggclefiaſtical Conſtitution, they 
„ have plainly own it to be in the Church; and 
60 y imagines, that by the Church they meant 
6 themſelves. The King and Parliament then have 
& plainly diſowned any ſuch power in themſelves, 
„ and haye recognized it to be in the Church u.“ 
This, Sir, is a 2 apa W Sor 
not founded in Truth. For, | 

1, As 'rwas: the. 


| en and Parliament alone, 

without, yea in Oppoſition to, the Biſbops and Con- 
vocation, which decreed the preſent Form and Wor- 
ſhip of your Church, and to their Authority alone 
it Ges its very Being, Birth, and Support 3 by 
u Ibid. p. 17. 


Def. p. 13. | t Ibid, p. 19 
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So 
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* 
affirming hey 4 , "or Authority 
ming that they had 0 Power nor ity of 
this; Nature, you knock down and demoliſh the 
Church 'of England at once, and lay it proſtrate in 
the Du - And, | Pe} V2 du. y WT 4 * 
2, That the King and Parliament by acknow- 
ledging this Power to be in the Church, have not 
diſclaimed it, nor put it out of their own Hands, is 
inconteſlible hence, that they have at the ſame Time 
expreſly told you, what they mean by the Church ; 
not the Biſnops and Clergy, but the Congregation 
the Faithful; of which Congregation themſelves a 
not only a Part, but the principal and ruling Part: 
And accordingly, our Laws and Conſtitutions have 
veſted the /upream Power df preſeribing Ceremo- 
nies and Rites, only. in them. » I ask *you—By what 
Authority do the Rubricks ot the Common Prayer, 
bind the Cſemꝑy to Obedience; or hence is it, they 
are obliged to obſerve the Rites and Forms pre- 
ſeribed in that Book d Is it not entirely by the Au- 
thority ug Act of Parliament? As for the Paſtors 
19 ors to hom you appropriate this Au- 
17 4 e. Biſhops and Clergy, they have no 
Power by our Conſtitution to make one ſingle Law, 
to decree one Rite, or to preſcribe! one Ceremony: 
When aſſembled in Convocatiagh they are abſolutely 
under the Controul and Dis ction of the Civil 
Power. Even the - very! Subjects of their En- 
K guiry and Debate, as well as the Extent of their 
Ordinances in Point of Obligation, are preſcribed 


1 by Kratutt Low, that they: cdHnοt ſo much as at- 
A tempt any, Canons or Conſtitutions, without a 


&. Royal Licence; and that none of their Ordi- 
& nances are binding, even againſt the private 
« aſtams of a ſingle Pariſh w. How is it then 
you afhrm, th King and Parliament to ' bave diſ- 
owned: any: ſuch Power in ibemſaluss, and to have re- 
cognized i io le in the Church 7. But, 

Ta p N88 1 * nd 12288 3. The 
2 $5:  Examinat, of the Codex, p. 114. 
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3. The Point is if poſſible, ſtill rendered more 
clear from the XXXIVth” Article above cited ; 
which ſays F any Man through bis private Judg- 
ment, openly breaks the Ceremonies of the Churth, or- 
dained by common AuTHoRITY, be ſhall be openly 
rebuked, as one who offendeth againſt the common Or- 
der of the Church, and burteth the AcTtroriTY of 
THE MaG@isrraTE. The Authority of the Magif= 
trate then, is indiſputably concerned in ordaining 
theſe Cetemonies : And your Church, Sir, how- 
ever loath you are to hear it, is undoubtedly a Par- 
liamentary and Civil Conſtitution; made, formed, 
ſupported entirely by the Civil Magiſtrate, and by 
_ alone is it capable of being thrown into a new 

orm. ood | | ** 
But you ask, © Are not the Diſſenting Churches 
© in the ſame Senſe Parliamentary? Do they not 
& depend entirely upon an Act of Parliament, the 
Act of Toleration x ?? No ; the Diſſentin 
Churches were formed, ſubſiſted, and pw with- 
out and before, any Parliamentary Author, We 
are [thankful to the excellent and good Goveftiment 
under which we live, for the Act of Toleration. 
But would humbly beg Leave to fay, we derive 
not our Power to afgmble for divine Worſhip, nor 
our Miniſters theirs M officiate in ſuch Aſſemblies, 
from any human Law, but from our natural Right 
as Men, and from the Authority of CHRHr. 
The Act of Toleration only protects us in the En- 
joymenr of chi Nr. | 

But above all Things you marvel, that whilſt 
« I was making this Puſh. at the Church of England, 
did not reflect how much 7 laid my ef open: 
« For if thete was ever upon Earth 4 Church, 
&« which could properly be called Parliamentary, it 
« was the Presbyterian in the Time of the grand 
«Rebellion y . What you call the grand Rebellion, 
Sir, a Britiſh - Hovse' or Common, ſince the Re- 
. — .. 
Def. N 21; „ thid, p. TR ads oi 
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ſtoration, call a Vindication of their jusr LinEnrixs; 
and brought one of their Members, Lenthal, upon 
his Knees at the Bar, and there ſharply reprimanded 
him, for preſuming to reflect upon it in the Man- 
ner you have done 2. Beſides, if it was a grand 
Rebellion, the Shame and Reproach of it falls 
chiefly upon the Church of England ; the Parlia- [ | 
ment who began it, conſiſting almoſt entirely of 
Members of that Communion, as Lord Clarendon 

himſelf owns. But, what if the Presbyterial Church 
eſtabliſhed afterward by them was truly Parliamen- 

tary, how have I laid myſelf open Had 1 ſaid or 
ſuggeſted ariy Thing at all relating to that Church, 

or the Proceedings of theſe Times? Not a ſingle 
Word; but for aught I had ſaid, it appears not 
but I as much condemn that EH abliſiment as your- 
ſelf, How then have 1 laid myſelf open! Are you, 
Sir, 15 Gentleman, that reproves me for Rams 
Hing? | 


ofa: Caſe 2, e that any of our Diſſent- 
A 


« ing ches, or the Church of Scotland; ſhould 

« by an Act of the general Aſfſembly ordain, t hat 

& a decent Baſon, with clean Water ſhould be pro- 

„ vided, and placed near the Pulpit, that ſo the 

« Minilter taking the Child in his Arms, may 

« conveniently. pour or , Water upon its | 
l 


| 4 ' * 
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V 
(believing i bat to he the only * which Chriſtiat 


Baptiſm ought to be adminiſtred) ſhall not have it done; 
in that Caſe, Sir, I will ſay the Church acts a4yrannical, 
unjuſt, ſchiſmatical Part; and if I could have my Child 
baptized in any other Church, conſtituted upon a more 
Catholic and Scriptural Plan, I ſhould think it my Duty 
to apply to it on that Occaſion. The Spirit ot Cere- 

ern Church Tyranny, is of a reſtleſs and 

incroachihg Nature, and ought timely to be cruſhed. 
"Twas from ſuch little Beginnings, the Maſs of Romiſ 
Fopperies grew up to its preſent Heighth. +» 

e The natural Rights you repreſent ſome of our 
“ Fellow - ſubjects as ee to be deprived of by 
« diſqualifying Laws, without going about to turn the 
«© Horld upſide down for their Repeal b,“ are vaſtly too 
trivial to be compared with thole of which Diſſenters 
are deprived ; nor are they diſqualified as to tfeſè, upon 
the Account of Conſcience and Religion (the hard Caſe 
of Diſſenters) for acting as we think the Authority and 
Laws of Gop indiſpenſibly oblige us: Not Wgilly, can 

the Perſons you mention, perhaps be rope to 

have a natural Right, to ſuſtain at the ſame Tim x π ] 
different Characters, and to execute two Offices which 
are generally inconſiſtent and interfere with each other 


1 


— $0 the Caſes are Nene | Beſides, why Sir, are 


we repreſented as tur rhe World upſide down ?. Have 
we. ever kindled Tumult, raiſed Mobs, demoliſhed 
Houſes, threatned Courtz=Kunder a ſeditious Cry, that 
our Chutches were in Danger? We appeal to the im- 
partial World, for the Loyalty and Peaccablenels with 
which we behave. a 7 | 

Lou paſs over, by your own Confeſſion, almoſt half 
my Pampblet e unremark d; in which the Conſtitution 
of the Church of England is compared with that of the 
Church of CHRIST, and they are ſhewn to be Societies 
of a quite different Nature; fo as that a Perſon's Sepa- 
ration from the one, does by no Means imply his Sepa- 
ration from the other. wv replying nothing tot > 
b Def, p. 6, 7. id. p. 37. 
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u will give me Leaye to impute to ſome other Cauſe, 


1 


than“ your not obſerving any Thing in it, which pretends 


& % refute or contraditt. any Pofition advanced in your 
& Letter.“ Is not the Charge of Schiſm your favourite 
and conſtant Topic ? But if 1. prove the t]. Societies 
ſo. entirely different in their Conſtitution and Frame, 
as that my not communicating in the former, does in 
no wile break me off from, nor in the leaſt interrupr 
my Communion in the latter, is not this a Refutation 
of one of the chief and moſt intereſting Parts of your 
Leiter, ? And did not Juſtice to your Argument de- 
mand, if you could have given it, a proper Reply? 
is growing mighty modiſh, you complain, with 
« our People to laugh at all Notions of Church Com- 
& mynion, and to make nothing of the moſt unne- 
& ceſſary Separations .“ Yes, I thank God, the loud 
Peals your were wont to ring us upon the Head of 
Schiſm, are generally treated with pretty much Ne- 
glect, not.only amongſt our People, but even amongſt 
nur e For when one ſees grave Gentlemen ſet- 
tipg themſelves up for, Rulers and Governors in the 
Nas AF the Lord, claiming Power to forgive Sins, to 
decree Ceremonies, to make Laws, and to determine 
Points of Faith; and then thundering out their Anathe- 
mas, upon ſuch as refuſe to ſubmit to their Authority. 
— W hat muſt this. provoke i e SpcCtators 

but a Mixture of Contempt, Ifdignation, and Mirth * 

Can theſe ſpiritual, Fathers in their Conſciences, be- 
lieve ur SCB1$M to be ſo horrid and fo damning, and yet 
refuſe to drop rhe Ceremonies which they ſee to be the 
Stone of Stumbling, at which we ſo grievouſly and wick- 
edly fall? What, for the Sake of a few Things which 
they own to be indifferent, will they harden themſelves 
againſt the Cries of fo man periſhing miſguided Chriſti 
ans, and defiroy the Souls for which Chriſt died! Forgive 


me, Sir, if I cannot think it; but that Sebiſm is only 
uſed as an ecclefiaſlical Scarecrow. to keep rhe Simple in 
Awe, and to ctabliſh a ſacerdotal Empire over duQtile 
and weak Mindg © 077 e All 
Fo EA eee d Def. p. 23. N 
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« All Chciftians, you affirm, living within the Church 
of England, which is co- extended with the Kingdom, 
may be truly ſaid to owe ic Obedience and Submilſi- 


& on, and are de Jure, whether they will be or not 4 


* Fatto, true Meinbers and Subjects of it e.“ Bui pray 
tell me: Is not the Church of Scotland equally co- extend- 
ed with that Kingdom, as the Church, England is with 
this? And do not all who live within its Pale, owe it 
like Submiſſion? Is not the Presbyterian Diſcipline and 
Worſhip as much eſtabliſhed theie, as the Epiſcopal is 
here? It it be Schiſn then, and a grievous Sin for Diſſen- 
ters ro withdraw from the eſtabliſhed Church in South» 
Britain, is it not alike ſchiſmatical and wicked in your 
Epiſcopal Brethren to withdraw from the Prcsbyrerian 
Church eſtabliſhed in e North? Whence is it we ne- 
ver hear from you any ſolemn Admonitioys to your 
Brethren beyond the Tweed, of the deteſtabſe Sin of 
Schiſm z warning them of its damning Nature, and ex- 
horting them ſpeedily to unice with the eſtabliſhed 
Church! Here your grave Lectures may polByy have 
good Eflect; and if you really thought Schi/m ſo n ĩev- 
ous an Offence as you affect to reprelent, tis (tran ow 
never try the power of your Perſuaſions with your Bre- 
thern in the North. This would be a noble Proof that you 


were in earneſt, and ſigeere, But whilſt, amidſt your 
warmeſt Harangues N the Engliſh Separation, you 


encourage and ſupport the, Diſſent from the Scoriſh 


Church; what can be thought of your Oui cries about 


Schiſm, but that they deſerve a Name more ſevere than 


I am willing here to give ? | 
Your Notion of our. being “ true Members of the 


« Church of England de Jure, tho" we arc not, and 


ce will not be de Fafto”—is to me quite new, and fur- | 

afſes my Comprehenſion. I thought it ente d eſſen- 
rially into the Idea of a Church, that it is a, Society of 
VoLUuNTEERS: A Company join'd together in certain 


Adds and Profeſſions by common ConsenT : And that 


without, much leſs againſt, his own Agreement and 


Conſent, no Man could with any Truth be ſtiled 
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a Member of any Church. All Perſons living in 
Chriſtendom may be ſaid to owe Jeſus Chriſt Obedi- 
ence and Submiſſion, with infinitely greater Reaſon 
than all the People of England can be ſaid to owe 
it to the Church; but does it therefore follow, that 
they are all de Jure, if they will not be de Fafto, TRUE 
Members of the Church of Crit? What, thoſe who 
openly renounce Chriſt, declare him to be an Impoſtor, 
and utterly diſavow Obedience and Subjection to him, 
ean ſuch, with any Truth or Propriety, be ſtiled true 
Members of his Church ! Strange Divinity indeed! 
Chriſt's Church then, inſtead of a Congregation of faith= 
ful Perſons, may now be defined a Society of Impious 


 Blaſphemers, of Infidels and profane Perſons, who nei- 


ther fear Gon, nor believe in Jeſus Chriſt ; theſe all 
may be declared and treated as true Members of his 


| Church##-ahis indecd be right, then with ſome Fre- 


tence it may be ſaid, that thoſe who openly renounce 
and diſclaim the Church of England, and declare they 


will we in any Subſec ion to it, may yet be 
conſight'd as true Members of it. 
x e Allegiance to the King of England, becauſe 


receive Protection from him, and enjoy innumerable 
civil Bleſſings by means of his Government, under 
which I con/ent to live. But it does not hence follow, - 
that I owe Subjection to th hurch of England, (as, 

you argue, . pag 29.) from wm I receive no Protec- 

tion, enjoy no Benefit m Advantage, and in Com- 

munion with which 1 by no means conſent to live. 
ConsenT, Sir, 1s indiſpenſibly and eſſentially neceſſa- 
ry to form the Relation bet wit Paſtors and People: 
And without this Conſent no Church in any Chriſtian 
or {criptural Senſe can poſſibly be formed. Diſſenters 
therefore can with no Juſtne(s nor Propriety in the 


2 World be ſtiled trus Members of your Church, Your ſo- 


lem Excommunicationsofthemis really a caſting ſuch 
out, as neyer were in it: So the Miracle {till remains, 


| ijnftcad of ingenuouſly awning your great Mſaſrepreſen- 
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As to our PoJure of receiving the Lord's Supper, 
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tation, you ſeek by frivolous and quaint Queſtions to 
raiſe a Duſt to conceal it. As, what meaneth this 


Informant by ſome of their Churches, which have ad- 
“ mitred kneeling ? W har by fome in their Churches? 


&« If there were any conſiderable Number, &c i.“ 


Their Number, give me leave to tell you, Sir, is no- 
thing to the Purpoſe. ? Tis the LinzrTyY they have 


to do it, is the only Point in Debate. If all have this 


Liberty, tho? not one in five thouſand ſhould actually 
uſe it z my Point ſtands firm, yours is overthrown 
and you ſtand convicted before the World of having 
given a very wrong and injurioys Account of us. You 
raſhly aſſerted that Kneeling among us was NEVER al- 
lowed to be departed from; that our Miniſters 1n$1sTED 
upon, and REFUSED 70 abate it. This, from my own 
certain Knowledge, from the Information of others, 
from Baxter's reformed Liturgy, I proved debe a falſe 


Repreſentation. In the ſecond Edition of my Letter, 
(pag. 21.) I added a Paſſage trom Dr. Calamy's brief 


Account to the German Divines, which expeaſly ſays, 
— The Communicants amongſ} PROTESTANT KLASSEN= 
TERS are AT LIBERTY to uſe their own Pos T 
Time of Receiving 3 tho a Table- Poflure is moſt com- 
monly uſed. Note, To this brief Account, &c. you 
appear to have been no Stranger; you had, doubtlels, 
read it ; for you qu ys a long Paſſage from it (Leit. 
II. pag. 62.) not o Lines diſtant from that I have 
now cited. How the&r>F2uld you take upon you ſo 
roundly to affirm— that i is NEVER ALLOWED 70 be 
departed from, &c. When you had ſeen it declared 
to the World that our Communicants were AT L1BER« 
TY to uſe their own PosTuRE ! 


But if this deſerves an ingenuous Bluſh, I am cal- 


led upon to bluſh with you, For having ſaid that 


„ Chriſt and his Apoſtles, without all peradventure, 2 
« ſat around the Table, when every body knows, Who 
* knaws any Thing at all, that they uſed the 8 


«© Polture, which is no more Sitting than it is Kneel- 


** ings.” If my Aſſertion cannot be ſupported by in- 
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diſputable Authority, I have a Bluſh at your Com- 
mand, Sir. Let my Vouchers be heard. St. Matthew b 
ſays, be sar DOWN with the twelve, — And as they were 
eating Jesus root Bread and bleſſtd it. St. Marki, A. 
they sar and did eat, Jesus took Bread, &c. St. Lukes, 
When the Hour was come, be sar Down, and the twelve 
Apoſtles with bim: And he took the Bread and gave 
Thanks. If I am now to be correfed for repreſenting 
Chrift and his Apoſtles as strrixe around ibe Table, 
the Weight of the Stroke will fall entirely upon the 
Scriptures ; under which Patronage I am ſafe. I make 
no manner of doubt, Sir, but the Poſture was fitting, 
though with the Body, perhaps, a little leaning or re- 
clin d. Nor would our Language afford our "Tranſl a- 
tors any better, or indeed any other, Word than f. 
ting, to expxzis it by. Pray, how would your render 


it— 4s U ricumB'p and did eat. And when the 
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of England, of the regal 8 
rianiſin, an being fond of theſe new N 


nut 20, ixiy, 18, *. 14. | Def. p. 37 38, =P. 38, 44 


Hour was cone, be RECUMB'D with bis tvelve Apoſtles ? 


If every Body, © who knows any thing at all, knows 


they uſage recumbing Poſture,” then good Mr. Henry 
knew/Fthingart all; for, he ſays, © He ſat down in the 
«x Table-Geſture ; not lying on one fide, for it was 
t not eaſy to eat, nor poſſible to drink in that Poſture, but 
& fitting uprigbt, tho* perhaps, ſitting low: Or ra- 
er, as Dr. Lightfoot tells us, the Bafture was, ſitting on 
a Couch, leaning the left Elboſ on the Table. 
My Account of the Coop tion of the Church 
kin 


;Emacy, and of the Pro- 


ceedings of rhe Convocation in the Affair of Mr. 


Whiſton, OU call Miſrepreſentat ions [ but 1 obſerve | 
Gate, us ber do offer a ſingle Word in 


ou are 
Proof of their being ſach, © Apts hy 
"Your repreſenting me as having a great Zeal for A- 
i 


I had given got the leaſt real Occaſion, is an Artifice 
ſo low, that you muſt give me leave to look down 


with great Pity upon ir; not doubting but I have an 


Advocate and an Avenger in your Breaſt. 
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There is ſomething truly extraordinary in your af. 
firming—® That the damnatory Clauſes of the Atha- 
inan Creed may be as ſafely ſubſcribed, without 1 
te any explanatory Declaration, as the holy Scriptures; 7 
« ar leaſt ſuch Paſſages, as He that believeth not ſhall l 
& damned — He that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee 
© Life, but the Wrath of Gop abideth on him n, &c.—. 
As much as to fay, You may as confidently aſſent to the 
Deciſions of a weak and fallible Man, concerning the 
everlafiing State of Multitudes of his Fellow Men, as 
to the Deciſion of the omniſcient and infallible Goo. 
Or thus, becauſe. Gop hath fixed /ome Terms for a 
Man's Entrance into Life, therefore Man may take 
upon him to deviſe and fix others. Or thus, becauſe 
Curisr had Authority to pronounce, that no Man 
who received not he Goſpel, which he preached, ſhould 
finally be ſaved, therefore Athanaſius (iin 
Compiler) had Authority to pronounce, tha ho Man 
who believed not be Creed which he hai made, 
ſhould attain eternal Life, but ſhould everlaſtin 1e pe · 
riſh.-—Are theſe Concluſions juſt ? _ 8 

I cannot think my ſelf to need your Forgivt 3 
Sir, for asking, “ whether you were amongſt the 
% 'weak and uncharitable Minds, who damn to the Pit 
ce of Hell, all who cagnot receive all the dark and my- 
& ſterious Points ſer ſo. Fin the Athanaſian Creed.” — 

For does not that Gre moſt peremtorily pronounce 
this Damnation on all ſ: 1 Are not jou a'zcalous Ad- 4 
vocate and Admirer of that Creed? Do you not r 
ſelf thirteen Times a Year, in the Preſence and Church 

of Gop, and as his Miniſter and Ambaſſador, declare 
folemnly to the People, That whoever does not keep 
WHOLE and ©NDEFILED the Faith therein delivered, he 
all wiruouT Douprt periſh everlaſiingly ? Where 

then is the wrong of my asking, //hether you are a- 
mongft the uncharitable Perſons ? &e, For if you are 
ſincere in its Ule, and do really believe what you ſo- 
lemnly tell the People, when you read to them that 


Creed, I cannot fee but you muſt be content to be 
9 n Deſ. p. 40, - __ xeckoned 
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1 ned in thar Number. For how to recondile a ſo- 
poPcclaration concerning certain Perſons; that 
rr Dover hey periſh everlaſiingly, with Hopes 
ei Salvation, is to me quite incomprehenſible. 
5 The Subſcriptions of our Miniſters, with the Pro- 
= teftation they made againſt the damnarory Clauſes, can 
= - with no Truth, I apprehend, be called a Prozeftatio 
. contra Faftum, nor a ſubſcribing Aſſent to the Truth 
s of certain Propolitions, at the ſame Time declaring 
they do not aſſent to it o. For it really amounted * 
to no more than this“ I believe the Articles of 
this Creed, and. think it agreeable to the Word 
et of Gop, but I here publickly declare, I do not 
= * tonfider the damnatory Clauſes as any Part of the 
& Creed, ngr. give my Aſſent to them.“ As for the Sub- 
| feriptiandur preſent Miniſters, if ir be not done under 
"_t Benefir of this Proteſtation made by their 
rede&&rs,..or with ſome ſuch Proteſtation made by 
les 3 I freely own, Sir, I cannot juſtify it, an 
it Thing which-ought not to be done. 
F1BSCRIPTION to human Creeds habe, I apprehend, 
of infinite Diſſervice and Hurt to the Chriſtian 
=” Church, haye rent it into a Variety of Sects and an- | 
= ory Parties, and filled it with innümerable Strifes and 
=  Debatcs : They are a Fence ii around the Church, 
= which can poſhbly keep fut virtuous and honeſt 
= Perions, but never can yocrize, one Heretich, 
- or wicked Man, from enter Mio it. I wiſh the Caſe 
© you mention may not be extremely common, viz. 
= Fradulent and inſincere Subſcriptions, and the conflant 
"Uſe of Forms, which they .wbo uſe them do not approve 


| | "of, whereby the Conſcience is defiled Þ . . 
But the Point of Subſcriptions which is the Subject f 
|. of Your Appendix, willbe conſidered by an abler Hand; 


who will give.you, I hope, ample Satisfaction on this b 
A Head: To his IaſtruQions [ commendyou, Sir, wiſhing. 


13 1 0 - 1 
you with great Sincerity, abundant Peace and Trug, h 
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